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Abstract

The meaning of disability narratives and healing narratives

in Korean classical novels

Choi. Ji-seon
Majored in Classical Literature
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Sung-Shin Univ.

This paper sought to examine the specific embodiment of the disabled
and the disabled in classical novels and the meaning of the
healing-oriented narrative, and to see how literature internalized the
perception and discourse of disability in the process of narrating these
disorders.

Chapter I revealed the bias of research on the discourse and shape of the
disabled in classical literature, which had been studied mainly in oral
literature and lyric literature, and revealed the purpose of research to
expand the scope of classical literature research by focusing on the
meaning of the disabled and the disabled in classical novels. In addition,

this study not only derived various perspectives on the disability contained
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in the narrative imagery of the disabled, but also sought to understand the
meaning of healing orientation in classical novels. Accordingly, beyond
physical deficits in the general sense, the shape of disability expressed in
literary symbols was also included in the research category, and classical
novel works were selected and confirmed based on this. In addition, in
order to reveal the characteristics of disabled narratives in classical novels,
a single-type narrative work featuring disabled people during the modern
transition was selected and presented as a comparative group. Unlike the
Joseon Dynasty, the comparison between the modern monolithic narrative
featuring the disabled and the disabled, which were converted into a
symbol during the modern transition period, and the disability shape of
classical novels is easy to reveal the characteristics of the disability and
healing shape in classical novels.

Prior to the full-fledged discussion, Chapter II examined how the concept
of disability has been formed and changed from the Joseon Dynasty to
modern times, revealing the differences and changes in views and discourse
on the disabled and the disabled by era. Through this, it was confirmed
that the view of the disabled and the disabled was a relative concept that
changed as it led to the medieval, modern, and modern times. And the
concept of disability to be used in this study was embodied.

Second, in order to examine the shape of the disability narrative in selected
classical novels, the types of disabilities were divided into physical, mental,
physical, and mental disabilities. And based on this, in the analysis of the
shape of the disability narrative, the narrative development of each type of

disability was examined by dividing the female disability narrative and the
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male disability narrative. This is because the pattern of disability shape in
classical novels differs in narrative development depending on men and
women. After classifying the types in this way, each chapter examines the
specific narrative expression and shape centering on the characters. To this
end, the relationship, response method, and comparison between works
between the disabled and the surrounding characters in the novel are
performed. Through this, it derives a view of the meaning and obstacles
contained in the narrative imagery.

As such, examining the diversity of the meaning of disabilities in
different novels and the difference in the way families and communities
treat the disabled is a way to guess the socio-cultural perspective of the
time through literature. It is also a way to understand how a discourse and
gaze are internalized through narrative.

Chapter III examines the meaning of disability discourse and healing
discourse in a full-fledged narrative based on the narrative imagery
examined in the previous chapter. In the era of novels without modern
meaning, the narrative meaning and discourse given to the disabled and the
disabled were examined, and the consciousness inherent in the healing
narrative arranged as a practical and realistic self-fulfilling and narrative
result was examined. Even within a similar structure between works in
which disability, a state of deficiency, fills the deficiency, each work shows
various kinds of views and responses to disability and healing. The same
and different character behavior patterns between these works are attributed
to the relativity of disability. If literature plays a role in showing different

aspects of life through various characters, examining various aspects

- 177 -



surrounding disability and healing can be a way to understand and know
the lives of the disabled and the disabled through literature.

It is true that the meaning of the disabled, who were living with the
community in the Joseon Dynasty, as objects of distinction and exclusion
has been strengthened in modern times. In Chapter IV, we ftried to
approximate the clues of the changed view of the disabled by comparing
the shape of the disabled in classical novels with the short narrative in the
modern transition period. Accordingly, among modern monotypic narratives,
which are transitional literary genres of the modern transition period, works
in which disabled characters appear as leading roles were selected to
examine the differences from disabled narratives in classical novels.

This discussion was discussed as a character type that combines unique
interesting elements in classical novels and tried to derive its meaning by
paying attention to disabilities by supplementing the deficiencies of existing
research that have been relatively insensitive to the life of people living
with disabilities. In addition, by expanding the concept of the disabled in
classical novels, we attempted to explore the literary shape of various
disabilities. In addition, not only classical novels but also the shape of the
disabled in the narrative of the modern ftransition period were examined
piecemeal to confirm the modern transformation of views and attitudes
surrounding the disabled and the disabled. The shift in the meaning of
modern values for the disabled has had a clear impact until modern times,
so this search can serve as a basis for considering the desirable views and

attitudes toward the disabled and the disabled we should have now.
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