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ABSTRACT

A Realized aspects and Meanings of Metamorphosis motif

in the Korean Classical Novel
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This study develops a discussion, believing that metamorphosis motif is
the best thing to show reproduction of actuality and realization of desires
intensively through human imagination. Its primary purpose is to examine the
realization of metamorphosis motif in narrative literature and classical novels.
Its secondary purpose is to identify that classical novels clearly
differentiating the terrestrial world from the non—terrestrial world and
focusing on practical and rational logic have metamorphosis motif in
succession to mythical tradition, while affecting literature for the next
generation through the process of certain changes.

Chapter II estimates the probability of metamorphosis in narrative
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literature and classical novels, selects cases which can actually be realized in
literary works, and on this basis draws general structures and meanings of
metamorphosis motif. The standards for classifying the aspects of
metamorphosis are defined as characters in literary works. God, human
beings, and natural objects (including animals and plants, and lifeless things)
are defined as metamorphosis subjects to present examples of metamorphosis
which can actually be realized in literary works by determining if the shape
and quality varies depending on the subjects. This process implies that
metamorphosis is mutation of existence and area transfer between God,
human beings, and natural objects and the process of forming relationship
with all situations and objects around the metamorphosis subjects, not simply
for the purpose of changes.

Chapter III examines acceptance and changes of metamorphosis motif
actually realized in classical novels based on the metamorphosis as defined
above. Since the discussion is on classical novels principally dealing with
human stories, it is limited to metamorphosis motif involving human beings or
mankind.

It can be said that both God that appears changed in front of a human
being and God or a human being that plays a trick through magical arts
belong to the example of generally accepting the shape and functions of
original metamorphosis motif as can be seen in a myth. The former succeeds
to mythical tradition with God's intention to intervene in human life and order
by appearing changed in the terrestrial world but is different from the
mythical world in that human beings are not willing to accept God's
metamorphosed form unconditionally, thus possibly result in conflicts. The

latter also succeeds to the mythical tradition with the intention to solve a
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difficult problem in combination of tricky features of metamorphosis with
magical arts, believing that concealment of the original form through the shift
from the original form to the metamorphosed form is a kind of trickery, but
is differentiated from the trickery in a myth with success set forth as a
premise in that magical arts should have no ultimate solution to problems and
contain temporary attributes.

On the other hand, both revelation of another self to others and
recognition of another self by others can belong to the example of changing
of the original functions and meaning of the metamorphosis motif into the
genre of novel. The former can be metamorphosis in the extended meaning
exerting the tricky function in some degree by performing metamorphosis
with experience in mystery for changing the appearance completely removed.
The latter can be the example of coping with the world in contrary
consciousness to the previous subject by changing inner quality or capacity
with little change in the appearance. In this case, the process of
disconnection from everyday life and self—deconstruction is necessary to
accept the changes in inner quality.

Chapter IV reviews the significance of metamorphosis motif in classical
novels interested in invisible, psychological changes through artificial or
inherent changes, contrary to narrative literature focusing on changes in
visible shape through impractical methods. The aspects of metamorphosis
realized through classical novels imply that human beings attempt to borrow
power and wisdom from God to remove actual inconsistency, which should
not be deviated from the human logic, and that the once absolute belief that
God's logic has absolute influences on the terrestrial world has lost its

power.
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From this point of view, metamorphosis motif accepted and changed in
classical novels, first, shows a shift from coexistence of God with human
beings to life based on human beings, second, shows a will to solve problems
through subjective participation rather than attitudes dependent on God. Third,
metamorphosis motif with the meaning of passage rites emphasized came to
take a role in causing inner changes among characters and in changing
narration. In particular, the third case has the significance unique to classical
novels in that characters' psychological changes in literary works can
immediately lead to changes in the way of coping with the world, thus
possibly resulting in changes of narration.

Chapter V  attempts to extend the functions and meaning of
metamorphosis motif. Metamorphosis sets the coexistence of the original
form with the metamorphosed form as a premise all the time. Here, the
metamorphosed form can be the object falsely changed while the original
form can be that of authenticity; it is not easy to identify the original form
and to determine the truth inherent in the original form. In particular, when
the metamorphosed form is recognized as the original form, there can be
confusions even in values. Therefore, on the premise that metamorphosis is
an event to differentiate the original form from the metamorphosed form, if
the subject that has failed to recognize its original form realizes the false
image of the metamorphosed form and obtains the true self, or true identity,
it can be included in metamorphosis in a broad sense. Although a fantastic
method is not used, it can be included in the category of metamorphosis if it
passes through the stage of symbolic passage rites with the existing
existence possibly removed.

In the narrative context, it can be said that metamorphosis motif has
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changed by contributing to acceptance of actual situations through unreal
events and by consolidating the conscious world centered on human beings
through establishment of relations between human beings and inhuman beings,
human beings and human beings, and self and the second self. If the process
of acquiring and identifying the truth, which has been covered by untruth and
failed to be recognized, can also be included in the category of
metamorphosis, metamorphosis motif will be a literal device which can be
applied and used not only in classical literature with fantasy maintained in

some degree but also in contemporary literature for the next generation.

Key Words :

metamorphosis, metamorphosis motif, the process of forming relationship,
acceptance and changes, trick, magical arts(taoist magic), disguise,

ego and the other, the rites of passage, initiation,

ego—identify, conversion of cognizance, relief, positive future
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