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ABSTRACT

A Study on Women’s Remarriage of Ruling Classes in the

Koryo Dynasty

Baek Seung Sum
Dept. of History
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The modern society is changing quickly and families, especially
husband-wife relations, are frequently divided. Regardless of the
reason of such a division, a new husband-wife relation is generally
started with a remarriage ceremony.

There have been few studies on women’s remarriage in the Koryo
dynasty. While studying the marital institution, the institution of
family and kinship, the history of women, and the policy of banning
remarriage in the Chosun dynasty, remarriage has been briefly
addressed. In addition, such studies have focused on the freedom of
remarriage in the Koryo dynasty but paid little attention to the
so—-called Moonbul(Fil]), which indicates the noble families in the
Koryo dynasty. This paper investigates actual remarriage cases and

characterizes them.



Chapter 2 presents the social and legal consensus on wom
remarriage in the Koryo dynasty. Since the remained chastity or
faithfulness had been socially accepted, remarriages were regarded
not only as being no good but also as a shame although they were
legal. In the meanwhile, describes remarriage procedures and
formalities. When a woman got divorced or her husband died, she
could remain alone keeping chastity or get remarried. Such a woman
usually left the house of her ex-husband and came back to her
parent’s home with her children. Then, she got remarried according
to the same marital formalities as those of the first marriage.
Remarriages were arranged by go-betweens and approved by
officers((E# ). Only a remarriage that conformed to the marital
formalities was legal. Otherwise, not only the parties of the
remarriage but also the officer who approved the remarriage were
punished. Since a remarriage was regarded as a kind of marriage,
the marital formalities were enforced.

Chapter 3 analyzes actual remarriage cases in historical documents.
In the Koryo society, marriages of a convenience were widespread,
and marriages were not decided by the contracting parties in a
marriage but were usually arranged by a patriarch. Remarriages were
no difference. Many women got remarried for the sake of a
convenience or were forced to get remarried by power. This explains
the fact that the new husbands of remarried women usually had no
lower government positions than their ex-husbands had. Some

women got remarried for living, but those women were ashamed to



have done it. Some women voluntarily got married, but their p
and wealth made it possible. By the way, women usually got
remarried to be a second wife. Thus, the fact that there was little
restriction on women’s remarriage does not mean that women had
the same social power as men.

Chapter 4 focuses on the fact that remarriages occurred frequently
in the late Koryo age while they were rare in the early Koryo age.
Furthermore, it is easily observed in the late Koryo age that wives
were deserted just to get remarried to a woman with a better
political or economic background. Since remarrying and deserting a
wife frequently occurred only when the country were in disorder, the
argument that remarriages were common in the Koryo age should be
reconsidered. Remarrying and deserting a wife were opposite the
Jung-Pyo(##) policy, officially awarding role models such as a
woman of virtue and a faithful son, in the early Koryo age, when
the country was more stable. And relationship between these in

those days, will be the possibility of trying to guess at the society.
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