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Abstract

Study on the Perception and Influence Factors of Business Ethics among
High School Students
Lee, Ji-young
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Previous studies reveal that university students and regular individuals still
have an insufficient perspective on business ethics. Although they are
aware of its importance, they have not been able to clearly delimit the
boundaries. As it is more efficient to educate from early youth, I have
started this research on the perspective of business ethics among high
school students. The content of my research is as follows.

First, my objective is to understand the students’ perspective on business
ethics.

Secondly, I will see if such perspective is different according to sex,
whether they have had classes in economics and depending on their grades
in social science (economics) subject.

Thirdly, I will determine five elements influencing this viewpoint and
which is the most significant: the degree of understanding business related
issues in courses in social sciences and economics, individual monetary
wants, perspective in the importance of corporate related advertisement and

articles, negative standpoint on firms and the effect of the impartial

,59,

characteristic of the capitalist market.

Finally, I will look into ways to improve the awareness in business ethics,
connecting it to education.

I have selected the method of survey to conduct this research, interviewing
530 students among juniors and seniors in high school, in the areas of
Seoul, Incheon and the Gyonggi Province.

To analyze the survey content and to prove my hypothesis, I have first
conducted a frequency analysis, observed the technical statistics of the
variables, proved the differences according to sex, the attendance of
economics subject and the grades in social sciences using the t-test,
anova, and implemented the multiple session analysis for the five factors

above. The results are as follows.

First, the awareness of high school students on business ethics has
revealed to be quite high. Girl students tend to have a higher perspective
and the attendance of classes in economics does not have any influence on
the result. Furthermore, the higher are the scores in social sciences, the

higher is their level of awareness.

Secondly, the result on the research of the level of consciousness of high
school students on business ethics reveals that the improved understanding
on business related subjects, the negative perspective on firms, the
standpoint on the fairness of the free market, the frequency and interest of
exposure to business ethics advertisement and articles and the belief of the
importance all have a positive effect on business ethic awareness. On the

other hand, individual monetary greed has a negative influence.

,60,



The degree of validity of the variables was, from the most to the least,
the degree of understanding business related issues, the negative
standpoint on firms, individual monetary wants, the standpoint on the
impartial characteristic of the capitalist market, and the degree of exposure
and interest in corporate related advertisement and articles.

These results emphasize upon the value of school education. In respect to
course books, the lack of narration calls for a more in-depth approach

related to business ethics, beyond what books can provide.
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