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ABSTRACT

Analysis on Politics Textbooks for High School

— around the concept of political participation —

Lim, Eun—Kyung
Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

In the past, when the government set a policy, the citizens followed the
government’s decision with being ignored or not expressing their opinions.
However, today if the policy decided by the government is not right or is
not in the direction being expected by the citizens, the citizens actively
express their opinions to the government, so their political participation
become a natural activity.

Now, it became natural to decide and execute policies in cooperation with
citizens, not to be decided by only the government, and that suggests that
citizens should participate in government’s policy decision for the public
interest, not for the individual’s interest.

That is, the citizens’ participation is a part considerably influencing on
government’s policy planning and policy setting process, so in order to

establish the right citizenship, the students should be given enough



education and form right citizenship.

This study will identify how the final unit, medium unit and small unit

of political participation are composed by reviewing 7th Curriculum-based 4
kinds of politics textbooks and the textbook of Law & Politics based on
2009 Revised Curriculum, and then will investigate the politics domain’s
share and its importance in politics textbooks by researching its amount by
unit.
And the units dealing political participation’s share in a textbook will be
analyzed by counting the number of pages the units occupying in each
textbook, and in the quantitative analysis, this study will analyze how
often each political participation-relevant word is used in textbooks and
how much importantly the sentences containing political
participation-relevant words are dealt by counting the use frequency of
such words and sentences. Finally, this study will investigate the
contents composition of political participation domain in textbooks.

Through the results analyzing the political textbooks using the above
research method, this study aims to increase students’ understanding on
political participation and to enhance their perception and roles in political
participation, so that they can participate in politics with right citizenship.

This study induced the analysis on following contents of politics
textbooks for high school composing some political participation units
through 7th Curriculum and 2009 Revised Curriculum

First, as citizens participate in government’s policies via various ways,

so this study researched the units of political participation’s share in



politics textbooks through comparison analysis on political textbooks.

Second, this study analyzed the textbooks are composed of the contents
to enhance the citizens’ participation spirit in order that citizens can rightly
participate in the politics.

As the political participation becomes the foothold for citizens to make
the democratic society they think, so schools should give the education
about right political participation to future students, so that they can
possess reasonable judgement ability and ownership in order to rightly

participate in government’s political activities.
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