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ABSTRACT

An analysis on Korean songs in high school music

textbooks

Kim, Sung Kyung
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Music has always existed in people’s life regardless of any generation
or culture. Also it supported different aspect of culture, phenomenon, and
value of different generation and it had function as an important part of
human society. Thus, it seems fairly meaningful to have musical

education and essential to teach music—a part of life- to students.

Generally, ’'singing’ area 1s important area among 4 practical areas in
school music. Korean songs show the history of the nation and have the
feelings and spirits. So it can be a practical subject learnt by high school

students both in the theory and the emotional experience.



According to those factors above, this research is aimed to find out if
the songs were appropriate for those students to grow their musical
sensibility and their value. Also, it will present whether the songs were
chosen without being biased on a particular generation, to help Korean

songs to be selected more variously.

This research has been examined by two different methods to analyze
the Korean songs. First, the general analyzing method- rhythm, range,
composition, performance type, theme, and the time of composition.
Second, Korean songs’ characteristics were analyzed every 10 years from

1920 to 1990.

The results of this study are following. First, the 7th national
curriculum has been reflected clearly, although most of the rhythm was
4/4 (48.4%), which illustrates the importance of choosing various rhythm,
and one-part songs were 82.6%, that more chorus songs are needed to
teach harmonious and respectful musical behaviour. Not only that, but for
the subject of the songs’ text, it may be better to have manifold
subjects rather than leaning only on love. Moreover, different songs in
different generations should be selected to show the change in Korean

music through them.

For the generational characteristics of the songs from 1920’s to late
1990’s is that most of the songs express the feelings and emotions and

the harmonic progress was mostly remained at the focused on I, IV, V



chords. Then, from 1940's, beginning with 'A boatman’s song’,
influenced traditional Korean songs were introduced, and all other songs
became the Korean traditional style songs in 1990’s except 2 songs.
Nevertheless there were many songs with modern techniques were
created in 1960's, not many songs were introduced in the textbooks.
Therefore, those songs with obvious compositional techniques should be
included in the textbooks to allow students to meet Korean songs with

wider techniques.

In summary, national spirit and emotion should be inspired in the
Korean songs in musical textbook, and it should be chosen without being
biased on any generation, rhythm, theme or composition techniques. In
addition the textbook should give more opportunities for the students to
learn the unique characteristic of Korean songs by wide range of the

songs included.
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