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Culture 1s a way of life. It is the context within which we

exist, think, feel and relate to others. It is the “glue” that binds

a group of people together. - Culture might also be defined as

the ideas, customs, skills, arts and tools that characterize a

given group of people in a given period of time.
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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Cultural Contents

in High School English Textbooks

Lee, Su-Yeon
English Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

People are studying English for their own purposes and for personal reasons,
such as out of a desire to communicate and interact with other people by means
of target language or to get high grades on their tests. Also, English is not
only spoken in England or U. S. A, but it is the international language. It
means whatever their reasons may be; it is undeniable that English is a general
and important language to communicate with people in other cultural areas. For
those reasons, nowadays lots of people are learning English by way of the four
primary skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. However, inasmuch as
language is a social and cultural product, the specific socio—cultural influence on
the language, and changes to the society and culture both affect language.
Therefore, when one learns any language, being familiar with target language’s
society and culture 1s necessary to avoid misunderstandings or
miscommunications with native speakers of the target language. It is the
purpose of this study, therefore, to discuss the problems of a four-skills

approach to language study without additional attention being paid to social and



cultural aspects of the target language.

In this study, I focus on first grade high school students in Korea and analyze
English textbooks which are the primary resource for learning English. I chose
five kinds of textbooks according to the revised 7th English Curriculum for high
school, and analyzed how much cultural content it contains by the following
three methods.

First, I collected data and analyzed the quantity and approach to language
items included in textbooks from the revised 7th curriculum. All five textbooks
reflect and include diverse language items, but only one deals with linguistic
and non-linguistic factors and expressions in English. Moreover, there are just
few items about differences between Korean -culture and other countries’
cultures, life patterns, social conventions, thoughts, and customs of living.

Second, I classified the cultural contents according to cultural background,
including English speaking countries’ cultures, which I have limited to that of
U. S. A, England, Australia, and New Zealand; Korean cultures, Other nations’
cultures, which are other than that of native English speaking countries;
Comparisons or contrasts between Korean and other nations’ cultures, and
Universal cultures. With regard to the basis, Universal cultures are the highest
rate (31 times), next is about English spoken countries’ cultures (29 times).
Also, there are many materials about Other nations’ cultures, such as that of
Russia, China, India, Vietnam, and Brazil (20 times). Korean cultures are
mentioned 17 times, and interesting topics are presented such as Red Devils,
Samulnori, Seoul’'s subway system, and Dongdaemun Market. However, Contents
that comparisons or contrast Korean and other nation’s cultures occur just 4
times in 5 textbooks. One of the aims of learning cultural education is to
understand and accept foreign cultures. Namely, if more various and abundant

materials showing contrast or compare are given in the textbooks, students may



be encouraged to think critically about their own culture and understand other
countries’ cultures.

Finally, concerning cultural types, I have classified instances according to the
categories Material cultures, Behavioral cultures, and Spiritual cultures.
Material cultures include the home, fashion, food, transportation, mass
communication, buildings, weather, and so on. Behavioral cultures comprise
dining customs or manners, greeting and leave—taking, holidays, letter forms,
students’ activities, leisure-time activities, situational behavior, and so on.
Spiritual cultures are made up of such areas as history, language and body
language, literature, fables and folk tales, songs, movies and so on. In the
selected texts, there are 49 instances of Material cultures, 32 of Behavioral
cultures and 51 of Spiritual cultures. In the textbooks, the various interesting
material, behavioral, and spiritual cultural contents deal with present situations
and actual events such as Red Devils and the World Cup in Korea, the 2004
South Asian tsunami, differences in the educational systems of England and the
U. S. A, movies, literature, emoticons and internet chatting. Especially,
behavioral and spiritual cultural aspects are related to people who share and live
in the same socio—cultural area. Therefore, when students learn such
information, they can acquire a particular foreign culture indirectly, and it can
reduce misunderstandings and miscommunications when speaking with people of
other countries.

In conclusion, since Korean students are learning English in an EFL
environment, they do not have enough opportunities to experience English
culture and get background knowledge for English learning, so the textbook and
teacher’s role is very important. All of the teachers should manage a language
classroom in an appropriate way with textbooks, and they can help students by

providing proper expressions and diverse communicative activities. Also, it is



necessary to have enough content dedicated to the target language’s cultures in
the textbooks, and, after getting more knowledge in the culture of target
language during their class, students can develop a more objective viewpoint

and avoid misunderstandings with people of other cultures by learning English.
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