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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Status of Popular Music Education in High
School

Ko, Eun Ha
Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The popular music has become the most common musical culture
that everyone enjoys as it has naturally soaked into the lives of
everybody with the development of the mass media. Based on the
comprehensive musical education in Korea, the importance of popular
music education aimed at the younger generation has recently been
recognized, therefore the frequency of carrying popular music in the
music textbooks is gradually increasing. This study tried to research
and study how the popular music that had been introduced in the
school education was being used educationally and what would be the
most effective teaching method.

In order to study the status of the popular music that is being used
in the musical education in high schools in Korea, a study was

conducted on the popular music that were carried in 8 different music



textbooks that were published in conjunction with the 7™ educat
curriculum. Type of music, type of musical performance, content
things being taught, year of the songs and country of origin were
analyzed and an interview of the teachers currently teaching was also
conducted.

The result of the analysis conducted on what was carried in the
textbooks is as follows. First of all, as most of the popular songs that
were carried in the textbooks were foreign songs, it could be seen
that there was a need to carry more Korean popular songs. Secondly,
as most of the popular songs were old songs that were written in the
1960—-1970's, it needs to recompile the textbooks with songs that
meet the emotion and interest of the students. Thirdly, as most of
the popular music is centered around American songs, it should be
collected that songs from wvarious cultural areas as well as more
Korean songs.

The conclusion reached after conducting interviews with teachers
that are currently teaching, in order to find out the status of the
education and effective teaching methods, are as follows.

First of all, the definition of the popular songs that the teachers had
was popular songs that the general public like to sing in their daily
life, excluding theclassical music. This means that the range and
definition of popular music was too widespread and therefore there
was a need for research on the clear definition and range of popular
music. Secondly, the textbooks should be recompiled to meet the

interest and emotion of the younger generation as the popular songs



that were carried in the textbooks were too old songs. Thirdly, a
the standard for selecting popular songs to be carried in textboo
teachers thoughts were that it should be songs that have good words
that meet the emotion of the younger generation, most be a famous
song that is new so that the students are familiar with the songs, it
should be songs that can be easily song, and should be songs where
musical education can be transmitted. This is probably due to the fact
that the teachers were making the selections based on their own
thinking and not focused on how the students thinking was. Fourthly,
as to the question on whether it was necessary to teach the popular
songs at schools or not, more teachers responded that 'we should
teach these songs' in order to induce interest in the class and as
these songs were songs that students enjoy in their daily life. There
were some opinions that it was not necessary to teach these songs
as students can naturally learn these songs through the mass media.
As the popular music are not only popular songs that follow the
trend of the times but are songs that have its own value as popular
music, I think not to approach these songs from the perspective of
amusement. In the future, by studying and developing various musical
programs needed for educating popular music, the students should
experience music from various era as well as genre, and thereby
music would soak into our daily life. It should also allow for students
to increase their interest in music class and thereby allowing for the

class to be a fruitful one.
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