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ABSTRACT

Study of Women's Poetry in High School Korean Textbooks

Park Ji Yeon
Dept. of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

One of the characteristics of literature education is that it is appropriate
for teaching students of values, and within the area of values, there is that
of equality of sexes. However, women’s poetry mentioned in current and
past Korean; and  Literature;  textbooks were mostly suggests
passiveness of femininity, especially from negative devices in [Literaturey
textbooks and it could be said that it does nothing to help learners from
establishing right values of equality of sexes. Moreover, over 7 education
curriculums, only 14 poetries (not counting the overlapping ones) of only 7
women poets were mentioned in "Korean; and [Literature; textbooks,
and this shows not only that it does not speak of equality of sexes, but
also that there is not enough concern for women’s poetry. For this,
women’s poetry that is mentioned in Korean; and [Literature;

textbooks from the 1st education curriculum to the 7th education




curriculum will be examined to call forth the little concern on women
poetry. Also, the factors that acts as a negative effect on establishing the
right values of equality of sexes, such as devaluation of womankind, and
the problems on education of women’s poetry will be sought, and
moreover, suggest a remedy for it.

Fortunately, compared to the women’s poetry that were mentioned in
past education curriculums, that of the current 7th education curriculum
shows that the position literature education takes is moving towards
betterment of capacity to enjoy literature by creativity activities, and this
kind of actions may be of positive effect to the education of women’s
poetry education. However, unless the negative devices that undermines
the women’s poetry that is within the textbooks, the future of women’s
poetry education will never be hopefull.

The negative expressions that act as obstacles that lay in front of
women’s poetry education could be found in [Literature; textbook that
mentions poetries of =AW, AE=xR, FHFA, FFF, o]sd And the
devices in Literature; textbooks that undermine women are usually the
‘writer background” or ’‘comments on the piece’, and the ’learning
materials’ or ’learning activities’, and the comparison of men’s poetry that
are mentioned in the same chapter. By expressing the biographical
backgrounds of the writer negatively or mentioning the religious side of
the piece too openly, the learners will be enjoying the pieces with narrow
minds, mentions that the piece is of women’s work by using the term

‘'women”  redundantly, and by writing that men’s poetries are more



extroverted than women’s passive poetries, it causes negative effects
learning women’s poetry. All of these devices that might have negative
effects on women’s poetry education must be vanished.

On these basis of critical mind, this thesis presents three remedies for
desirable education on women’s literature. First of all, to have more in
number and variety of women’s poetry mentioned in "Korean, and
Miterature; textbooks and to vanish the negative devices, there should
be more women members on board of textbook developers. Also, for
betterment of being the majority of textbook mentioned women’s poetry
from being emotive and passive and the textbook being less flexible on
subjects, discussion on developing [Korean; and [Literature; textbooks
should be more open to accommodation of women’s poetry that are shows
subjective and active femininity, and reality. Moreover, for better and
desirable education of women’s poetry, retraining of Korean teachers is
necessary. Retraining of teachers usually takes the form of collective
training, and at these, by adopting various programs on education of
women’s poetry, discussions on desirable form of education of women’s

poetry could realized.
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