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ABSTRACT

An Analysis into the Parts of “Confucian Classics” and “Books of
the Philosophers” in High School 'Chinese Character I |
Textbooks

- Centered on the Revised Curriculum, 2007 -

Kim Eun-ju
Sino-Korean Education

Graduate school of Sungshin University of Education

This research aims at systematically organizing the characteristics and
goals of the high school curriculum of “Chinese character” according to the
revised curriculum, 2007, and comprehensively examining and analyzing the
chapters on Confucian classics and books of philosophers included in high
school "Chinese Character I ; textbooks published in accordance with the
curriculum. A variety of standards were established and analyzed in detail
for the structure and system of the chapters on Confucian classics and
books of philosophers in the textbooks, selected materials, the grammar of
Chinese characters and teaching and learning methods.

The study began under the presumption that the areas of ‘Confucian
classics’ and ‘books of philosophers’ should consist of the contents of (1)
personality and creativity, (2) development of discussion and persuasive
power, and (3) proper understanding of Korean culture. Therefore, the five

kinds of authorized high school Chinese Character I ; textbooks based
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on the revised curriculum (2007) were examined as the original script, and
the systems and contents of these textbooks were compared and analyzed.

In Chapter II, under the title of Basic Understanding of the Revised
Curriculum, 2007, the study analyzed the goals and characteristics of
education of ‘Chinese character and the educational guidance and contents
system of Confucian classics and books of philosophers. It has been
confirmed that the manual of the curricullum 2007 doesn’t define
“philosophical ~Chinese  writings (classics)”  separately, but includes
"philosophical one” in the area of “Chinese prose”, and the educational
guidance in this part on the Confucian classics and books of philosophers
was analyzed.

In Chapter I, first, the study investigated and analyzed all the writing
materials from the Confucian classics and books of philosophers included in
the five kinds of authorized high school Chinese Character I ; textbooks.
As the result, it has been proved that the scriptures from 'the Analects of
Confucius; appear with an overwhelmingly higher frequency compared to
that from other books of philosophers. The reasons for this have been
analyzed that the scriptures from the Analects of Confucius; are short,
which makes it possible to explain the sentences through direct translation,
and that learners rarely need to find philosophical meanings from the
sentences in Chinese.

Second, through examination of the structure and organization of the
chapters, the study has been found that almost all areas of Confucian
classics and books of philosophers are located in the latter part of the whole
chapters. The biggest change in the revised curriculum, 2007, is the

inclusion of the areas of "reading” and “culture.” All the textbooks add
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Korean endings or particles to Chinese phrases and use punctuation to
emphasize "reading.” Also, in terms of the organization of the textbooks, an
extra space is used for "Understanding of Culture” section.

Third, the difficulty level of the included original texts was studied and
analyzed on the presumption that it is important to choose the writing
materials appropriate for learners. If students have to learn excessive
amount of Chinese character for the reason of study in a high school, they
can regard it as a difficult and uninteresting subject in the current
educational situation where it is an optional course. It is an urgent problem
of Chinese character education to select the materials whose amount and
contents are proper for learners and which can arouse their interest.

Fourth, students’ understanding of the knowledge about Chinese
characters and its grammar in the textbooks was investigated. As the
result, the knowledge of Chinese characters and grammar was helpful for
their reading of the texts, but the insufficient explanation makes the
learners’ self-directed study a bit difficult. Of course, it is also not desirable
to offer too much knowledge about Chinese characters and grammar and
increase learners’ burden. Still, it is better to help students digest what they
learn in the relevant chapter so that they can read main texts.

Fifth, the study tried to find a desirable teaching method by analyzing
the effective teaching method of the chapters on the Confucian classics and
books of philosophers in the five kinds of textbooks published according to
the revised curriculum, 2007.1) As correct reading with punctuation is
important for proper “reading”, all the textbooks have Korean endings in
Chinese phrases. It is also guided how Chinese characters as polysemy are

used with a certain sound and meaning in a sentence. ii) For a better
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status of Chinese character as a textbook subject, it needs to be connected
to the college entrance system, especially in high school curricilum. The
educational goal of Confucian classics and books of philosophers of Chinese
character is to understand ancestors’ life and wisdom, and to develop good
values and personality. This issue of value system and personality is closely
related to the chapters on Confucian classics and books of philosophers.
Accordingly, the issue of values and personality will offer good materials as
discussion and persuasive writing questions for entrance into college. iii)
One of important features of the revised curriculum, 2007, is the new
inclusion of the area of “culture.” All the textbooks offer ''culture’’ section.
These materials in Korean help students not only to figure out texts, but
also to understand the cultural area of Chinese character with rich data
about Eastern culture. Therefore it is not enough to read it just once and
the roles of teachers are important. iv) The achievement of the goals in
each chapter has to be evaluated through assessment, yet sometimes it is
limited to sentence translation and explanation of words regardless of the
goals. However, it is encouraging that some textbooks help students develop
thinking ability and reflect learning goals faithfully.

The study analyzed the areas of Confucian classics and books of
philosophers and the effective teaching methods of the five kinds of
textbooks published following the revised curriculum of Chinese character,
2007, but most of the contents are brief and simple. Philosophical Chinese
writings (classics) can have a role of encouraging students to think about
the alternatives for the most serious issues in modern society, such as loss
of humanity and increasing egotism. Moreover, Confucian classics and books

of philosophers can be of help to the education of creativity and personality
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with the most appropriate form. It is expected that the study on
philosophical sentences in Chinese character textbooks can create enough

data as the foundation of personality education.
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