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ABSTRACT

Research on crafting miniature using an image of
anclent pottery

- Focusing on pottery teapots -

Jinsoo, Lee
Department of Crafts
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Pottery teapot is a practical handicraft, which also has been used as an
object of various arts. Since it is a tool often used for drinking beverages,
such as alcohol or tea, it is composed of multiple elements: handle, spout,
lid, and body. This complex composition makes its making process more
complex compared to other pottery handicrafts. Also, due to its fragile
nature, there are not so many ancient pottery teapots left wholly. On this
side, ancient pottery teapots are known for their rarity and artistry, and
they also have a high research value.

This research tried to suggest a new role in a living space, rather than
just an artifact by making miniature ancient pottery teapots miniature with
their composed formativeness and aesthetics. That is, bringing the ancient

pottery teapots which were unfamiliar due to their rarity and high price by



enjoying and having them close, rather than observing behind the glass
wall of museum.

In the body, Korean and Chinese ancient potteries were organized by
their era to understand their history, and miniature pottery’s potential of
role and utilization in modern life was researched through miniature’s
history and applied cases in real life. By making miniature potteries based
on this, possibility as an art piece, practicality, and potential of decorative
role of miniature teapots with ancient potteries as their motives were
found.

Rather than reproducing the exisiting ancient potteries as they are, the
focus was on having a new understanding of ancient pottery’s worth and
the potential as an art piece by adding sensitivity of the resercher.
Focusing on undergalze cobalt blue ceramic ware, one of the most popular
expression of ancient pottery, an attempt to create a new image by
reproducing and reconstruction their form and ornaments was made.
Miniature teapots were made as high fired porcelain, and by setting a
certain ratio of their sizes for securing unity of image and coordinating
ratios, creating a various series of form was possible. Underglaze cobalt
blue technique was used for their ornaments, and a great variety of blue
was expressed through mixture of Osoo, a underglazed cobalt-blue
pigment. Above these, giving a functionality as a practical item besides a
main function of decorative miniature, an extension of potential of future

miniature art pieces was attempted.
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