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ABSTRACT

A Study for Ideology of

Confucian Music in Ancient China.

- focused on the Li-Yue thought of Confucius -

Lee, Hye Kyung
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Among the many possible viewpoints with which to approach the
teachings of Confucius, this thesis, unlike many of the studies that focused
on the philosophical and ethical aspects, centered on the masters music
theory. For a more in-depth study, it 1s imperative that we remember the
words of the great master.

Reviewing what you have learned and learning anew, you are fit to be a
teacher. According to Yeonam Park Ji-won, these words preached to create
the new based on the model of the old and in China, this quote was
interpreted to mean that remembering the old was the teacher of future. Both

interpretations are thought to mean similar things. However, reviewing the



old does not always lead to the learning and creation of the new. What is
required is the eye to see the future in the past.

Based on the perception that the music thought of Confucius was
sidelined and marginalized by Western music. In the 21st century, we must
reinterpret the music theory of Confucius which set a direction for the
development of creative music philosophy or music education, so this thesis
explored the Li-Yue thought of Confucius.

The human has to be a harmonic human being formed of the
intelligence, the feeling and the meaning equally, this is namely the aim for
the whole human education. But actually the present our music education is
for a majority of the technical and intellectual education, not an education to
make us feel the music. At this point of view, Confucius was a talented
music instructor. He materialized the whole human education, which we can
infer from the famous phrase “Inspired by poetry, behave oneself by
propriety, build up one’s personality by music” that he set a high value on
music as a mean to access supremacy of humanity. All in all, he had a view
that man could be perfect by mastering music.

Like this, Confucius thought much of music as a basis to develop
positive personalities and recognized that music 1s a materialization of jen.
Also he emphasized the role of virtuous human education from the
cultivation of the moral character and the emotional training with music, from
the social, national civilization.

Accordingly, the 2nd chapter considered the theoretical background of

confuclan music theory and the interrelation of 'Li’(propriety) and



"Yue'(music) through the Li-Yue thought.

The 3rd chapter dealt with his critical point of view and appreciation,
music life in the part dealing with the masters aesthetical view on music.

The 4th chapter dealt with his musical view approached from the poetry
and Li(propriety), harmony as a music, the his unity idea of aesthetics and
the good in music and jen respectively and an ideal world in art.

Finally, the b5th chapter concentrated on his idea about music education
of ethical, political civilization and building up one’s personality through the
music education. His musical thought will recover the humanity that lost by
the present industrial society of non-humanity and non-morality and form of
the harmonic human.

Despite his high appraisal and its superiority on music today, the value
of the confucian Li-Yue thought has been underestimated so far and the
studies 1n this field was not enough.

Therefore, I hope further and deep studies will be done in the year to

come.
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