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ABSTRACT

A Study on Case Marker in Japanese Textbook

focused on 2009 revised educational curriculum

Geunhye Kim
Department of Japanese
Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women " s University

2009 revised educational curriculum, which is being implemented
for 1st graders of middle school this vear, will gradually take its
effect on 1st graders of high school in 2014. Although the
curriculum does not include a considerable change because of
previous revision in 2007, it does have a slight variation in that it
grants autonomy on component school and put emphasis on career
education and experiential activity. In the same manner, second
foreign language education also shares its major direction along
with 2007 revised educational curriculum, while suggesting more
detailed curriculum and learners’ active participation in language
acquisition. In addition, 2009 second foreign language education
highlights cultural learning as before, making efforts to deliver

latest Japanese culture to Korean students.
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Among second language education of 2009 revised educational
curriculum, especially Japanese grammar teaching and learning will
be discussed in this paper. In foreign language education, grammar
has not been considered important for enhancing communication
ability. Since the point of communication is to convey meaning
rather than accuracy, grammar was taught inductively in Japanese
education. However, some cases have been found where a lack of
grammar knowledge disturbs natural flow of communication.

Grammar education has been reinforced in 2009 revised
educational curricilum. The curriculum adds grammar points,
included in 'basal vocabulary list’, to learning process and clearly
specifies that Japanese education is based on modern Japanese
grammar. Especially, case marker is the first learning point in
Japanese grammar study. Case marker is a grammatical element
that indicates the relationship between noun and predicates. Case
marker performs a major role of completing a sentence by
connecting each component and thus is able to convey intended
meaning.

However, current learners studying Japanese can not fully learn
about case marker due to the characteristic of the existing
curriculum in which case marker is hardly emphasized. Therefore,
learners make ungrammatical sentence by missing needed case
marker or using wrong case marker that has similar meaning with
their mother tongue(Korean), which eventually impedes natural flow
of communication.Furthermore, all the previous studies about

Japanese education in 2009 revised educational curriculum and 2007
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revised educational curriculum are only related to ’'culture’. Any
studies on grammar education and case marker has not been
conducted in each curriculum. This paper has its significance in
this matter as well.

Based on description so far, this paper selects 9 case markers(ga
(%) - wo(#%)  ni(iz) - e(~) - to( &) - de(T) - kara(# 5) - yori( &£ 1) -
made( % 7)) from 6 different Japanese textbooks of 2007 revised
educational curriculum and categorizes them according to their
meaning usage. Learning sequence and teaching methods of those
9 case markers as well as practical quizzes are analyzed in depth in
this paper. The purpose of this paper is to give a suggestion on
case marker education which needs to be revised and supplemented
in 2009 revised high school Japanese textbook, based on 2009
revised second foriegn language educational curriculum.

After detailed analysis, 2007 revised highschool Japanese
textbooks are found to be thoroughly organized to enhance
communication capability. 9 case markers(ga(#%) - wo(%) - ni(i2) " e
(~) to(&)  de(T)  kara(#» %) - yori(L V) - made(Z 7)), even though
being described in all 6 textbooks, are limited to a narrow scope of
meaning usage. Particularly, a meaning usage of case marker that
has never bheen suggested is included. In the matter of learning
sequence, there is no certain sequence. Case markers are merely
described according to the content in each unit. Some explanations
or practical test are provided when the given text includes certain
case marker and needs simple understanding of it. This leads

insufficient learning about case markers. On the basis of 2009
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revised educational curriculum, some suggestions for current case
marker education can be made like following. Missing case markers
should be provided in text book when similar meaning usage is
handled and practical text should be newly modified to check
complete understanding of case markers.

As mentioned above, analysis on 9 case markers in Japanese text
books based on 2009 revised educational curriculum and
supplementary suggestions for case marker education are discussed
in this paper. New grammar education focused on case marker,
rather than interrupting communication capability, will allow

learners to have enhanced fluency in Japanese communication.
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