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ABSTRACT

A Historical Review and Case Study on

Marriage Matchmaking

Moon, Ji Ye
Dept. of Living Culture & Consumer Science

The Graduate of Sungshin Woman’ s University

Marriage is a socially recognized union for a man and woman to
begin new chapter of life. Marriage doesn't only mean the
establishment of a family but also members of society which offers
both personal level of stability and also social productivity and
harmony. Furthermore, This union is considered as the most
important and sacred process of life not only as a union of two
persons but a union of two families so ancestors called this event
major life event.

According to The Book of Rites, marriage is the propriety to
take a wife, and this process is also called &i% as most of the
ancient marriage were held at nightfall. The characters of

”

“‘marriage” =" hun” , consists of “female” and “dusk” , which
means to get married in the evening. The book of Rites prescribed

WA, B4, #N, N, &5, Bl as traditional wedding rituals known



as Six RitesCNIE), Zhuzijialid ¥%ie and SaryepyeollamPUjis{# &
prescribed Four RitesPUi of &I&, %, fM and FHA.

Among ancient books contain traditional wedding rituals, Zhuzijiali%
T K and SaryepyeollamPUis{i%¥ introduce the first wedding ritual
of #W¥ (matchmaking). this process was described that wedding
matchmaker visits both houses of bride and groom in order to
discuss and negotiate the marriage details, and the same form of
matchmaking has maintained through the Japanese occupation period
and industrialization.

Ancient people saw marriage as a union of two families and
personalities or household etiquettes were one of important quality
for them in the process of matchmaking, so there is a procedure
called ‘P . Both houses must communicate through their
matchmaker and groom's house wait for the bride's house to accept
the marriage. After matchmaking process is complete, they went to
see a fortune —teller to predict marital harmony in
general. (folkency.nfm.go.kr). However, it is hard to find this kind of
social custom in modern society as people see marriage as a union
of individuals, therefore love marriages are more common.

So the process of matchmaking##& created an occupational
category of matchmaker or so—called ##%4. And with the changes of
the times and living—culture, the role of matchmaker has
transformed and positioned as a modern occupation called "couple's

manager".



This research explored the first process of marriage, matchmaking##5 in
the light of history to find meanings of ancient living—culture, and
to shed new light on value of matchmaking##s and apply it to the
modern marriage. Present state of marriage brokage business and
the possibility of improvement in modern society were studied and
analyzed. In order to suggest new measures to find healthy and
transparent ways to keep family and society together which our ancestors
tried to pursue, exploring the process of matchmakingi&lfs carefully will

suggest ways to set the value of marriage in present and future.
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