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ABSTRACT

Predicting Ripple Effect Affects Difficulty of
Decision—-Making:
The Mediating Effect of Perceived Accountability for

Results of Decision-Making

Minjo Lee
Department of Psychology

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

In the present research, it was examined whether predicting the ripple
effects of events would affect the difficulty of decision-making. In
addition. it was further examined whether perceived accountability for
the results of decision-making would mediate the relation above. In
study 1, participants were presented with policy decision—-making
vignettes and were asked to report on the ripple effects of their policy
decisions as well as on the difficulty of making the decision. Consistent
with the hypothesis, the bigger the expected ripple effects, the greater
difficulty participants felt in making the policy decisions. In study 2, the
magnitude of ripple effects were experimentally manipulated such that in

one condition participants were led to think of big ripple effects and in



the other condition participants are led to think of relatively smaller
ripple effects. It was investigated whether, in moral decision-making, the
participants in predicting bigger ripple effects would perceive the
decision-making to be more difficult than the participants in predicting
smaller ripple effects would. It was also tested in Study 2 whether the
relation above would be mediated by the perceived personal
accountability for the results of decision-making. Consistent with
expectations, it was found that in moral domains of Harm/care,
Fairness/reciprocity, and Ingroup/loyalty compared with the participants
in the smaller ripple effects condition, the participants in the bigger
ripple effects condition reported more the decision—-making to be more
difficult. The relation above was mediated by the perceived personal
accountability for the results of decision—-making only in the domain of
Ingroup/loyalty. In combination, these results showed that the bigger the
predicted ripple effects of decisions, the greater the difficulty of
decision-making became. In addition, when predicting bigger ripple
effects participants felt more responsible for the results of their
decision-making, which led them to feel them greater difficulty in
making decision in the domain of Ingroup/loyalty. Implications of these

results and future directions are discussed.

Keywords: ripple eflect, perceived difficulty, perceived accountability,

decision—making
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