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Abstract

Characteristics of Legends of Scamp-like People by

Region and Features of Transitional Period

Kim, Nana-Kyung

Majored in Classical Literature

Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
Graduate School of Sung-Shin Univ.

This paper is to investigate characteristics of legends of scamp-like people by
region and features of transitional period.

To begin with, the literature review found that previous research on the
legends of scamp-like people was inclined towards universal nature and
focused on the examination of personality types from a diachronic
perspective, and therefore, this study discusses the issues from a synchronic
perspective. In addition, among the legends of scamp-like people passed
down in several regions nationwide, the study selected the stories of Kim
Seon Dal of Pyeongyang, Jeong Man Seo of Gyeong Ju, Bang Hak Jung of
Young Deok/Young Hae, Jeong Pyeong Goo of Kim Jae and Byeon In Tae of
Seogwipo and collected data and explained why they were chosen.

The study investigated situations and patterns of passing down the data on
these stories and attempted to classify them by episode. Episodes shared and
inherited by the scamp-like people were classified into common episode,
while those passed down independently were grouped into independent
episode. From the distribution of common episodes and independent episodes
passed down by the scamp-like people, individual and universal inheritance
patterns were analyzed.

On the basis of the findings from the analysis above, individual
characteristics and features of the scamp-like people were discussed in terms
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of the characteristics by region and inherited episode. Kim Seon Dal of
Pyeongyang as a character showing a desire for money appeared to reflect
the regional characteristics of Pyeongyang which enjoyed economic prosperity
at the time. Considering that his trick was based on deliberate planning and
pursued mainly financial profits, he is a typical swindler. Jeong Man Seo of
Gyeong Ju and Bang Hak Jung of Young Deok/Young Hae shared many
episodes, which shows that these two scamp-like people in Gyeongbuk region,
unlike Kim Seon Dal, have aspects of people of lower classes by fooling
others for sleeping and eating without money with one-off tricks to meet
their desire for food. The study also looked into individual aspects that
distinguish the two characters through diverse discourses about in and
external elements of data passed down in relation to them.
As far as Jeong Pyeong Goo of Kim Jae is concerned, stories about his heroic
activities during the Imjin Japanese Invasion in Joseon Dynasty as a hero for
the people are also passed down, which reveals that a change from a hero
for the people to a scamp-like person was primarily stemmed from the
affection towards him as a comic character across the region and the
transition to a society of commodity money. Furthermore, it was found that
as he was admired as a cultural hero in various media during the Japanese
colonial era, diverse stories about him have been formed from the modern
period until now across the region.
It was pointed out that Byeon In Tae of Seogwipo has a strong comic
characteristic towards the governing class and his stories are similar to tales
about a witty servant fooling his master passed down nationwide, making
them differentiated and unique compared to other legends of scamp-like
people. Nevertheless, considering that his stories have been passed down in a
specific region and tell about tricks he used to realize his desires, his stories
are similar in pattern to other legends of scamp-like people and therefore
belong to a regional transformation type.
As mentioned above, the study found that the legends of scamp-like people
show individual features by person and have in common that the stories
mainly happen at a marketplace or on a street and the characters are a
wanderer doing nothing and personal desires are pursued by fooling others
by means of their desires.

To define more clearly the aspects and characteristics of individuality and
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universality of the legends of scamp-like people, Bangja type in Pansori and
Malttugi type in mask drama as the two highly comic contemporary
characters created in the mid- and late Joseon period were compared. The
discussion was based on the passivity and activity of desire inclination
appearing in a conflict relationship between them and their antagonists.
Bangja types cannot break a subordinate relationship with their antagonists
both internally and externally, making themselves passive and dependent in
seeking their desires as a medieval person. An analysis of the literature
suggests that Malttugi types have a subversive relationship evolving from a
feudal subordinate relationship by taking advantageous positions over their
antagonists and are independent and active in seeking desires, making them
closer to a modern character. The study also examined similarity and
difference of the inclination of the characters found in ways of solving
conflict. From the analysis on how they develop a conflict with their
antagonists, it was found that the Malttugi type confirms the intrusion of the
medieval society, the Malttugi type expands the intrusion, and the scamp-like
people pursue to overthrow the intrusion. From these findings, the features
of transitional period of the legends of scamp-like people were investigated.
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