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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Nursing Students’ Perception Types of
Elder Abuse: A Q methodology Study

Park, Seonghu
Department of Nursing Scien ce
Graduate School of Nursing

Sungshin Women's University

This study aimed to understand nursing students’ subjective attitudes
and beliefs toward elder abuse using the Q-methodology, known for its
effectiveness in capturing subjectivity. Q-population was developed
through literature review and in-depth interviews. From Q-population, a
total of 37 Q-statements were extracted as Q-sample. Q-sorting was
conducted with 46 nursing students recruited as the P-sample. Data
were analyzed using the PQMethod program(ver. 2.35), and factor
analysis was performed through Principal Component Analysis(PCA)
and Varimax rotation. The analysis identified three distinct perception
types among nursing students regarding elder abuse: 'Proactive

Response-Elder Advocacy Type,” 'Passive Response-Responsibility
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Avoidance Type,” and 'Status Quo Acceptance-Responsibility Shifting
Type.’

The characteristics of each perception type are as follows: Type 1,
"Proactive Response-Elder Advocacy Type,” perceives elder abuse as a
serious 1ssue requiring active state intervention and shows a strong
willingness to intervene in abuse situations. This type emphasizes the
roles and responsibilities of nurses in dealing with elder abuse and does
not tolerate any justification for abuse. Type 2, 'Passive
Response-Responsibility Avoidance Type,” exhibits a passive attitude
toward reporting elder abuse or questioning the subjects about it, and
does not perceive the prevention and response to elder abuse as the
responsibility of nurses. Type 3, 'Status Quo Acceptance-Responsibility
Shifting Type,” believes that elder abuse can sometimes be justified and
does not regard it as an important or urgent issue. This type also
perceives the existing institutional measures for addressing elder abuse
as sufficient.

The findings of this study enhance the understanding of how nursing
students perceive elder abuse and highlight the need to develop and
implement educational programs on elder abuse for nursing students

that reflect the characteristics of each perception type.

Keyword: Aged, Elder mistreatment, Elder abuse and neglect,

Q-methodology, Subjectivity, Nursing student
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[F5 3] 782 89 HAA

Q sorter A1+3 A 274 373
S01 0.6447X 0.4417 -0.1596
S02 0.5779X 0.0921 -0.0711
S03 0.8830X 0.0881 0.0732
S04 0.9325X -0.0205 -0.1248
S05 0.5339 0.6847X 0.0098
S06 0.6919X 0.2220 -0.0375
S07 0.7227X 0.0570 0.0603
S08 0.7284X 0.0910 0.0246
S09 0.0402 0.4496X -0.1725
S10 0.0252 -0.3824 0.3530
S11 -0.0219 0.0232 -0.8159
S12 0.7909X 0.1611 -0.1124
S13 0.7296X 0.0532 0.1233
S14 0.8070X 0.3190 0.0976
S15 0.0004 0.3484 0.4767X
S16 0.5266X 0.2960 0.0234
S17 0.7937X 0.1378 0.3020
S18 0.7462X 0.2451 -0.1229
S19 0.0399 -0.5751 0.0044
S20 0.7932X 0.1310 0.1533
S21 0.6137X 0.5046 0.2042
S22 -0.1883 -0.3916 0.2996
S23 0.2314 -0.0809 0.7146X
S24 0.3525 0.1326 -0.4514
S25 0.4331 0.6469X 0.2288
S26 0.6994X 0.3106 0.0589
S27 0.7902X 0.3548 0.0620
S28 0.8014X 0.3710 -0.1821
S29 0.4600X -0.2602 -0.2771
S30 0.7654X -0.0947 0.0895
S31 0.7329X 0.2253 0.0997
S32 0.8342X 0.1246 -0.0914
S33 0.4723X 0.2250 -0.2986
S34 0.6878X 0.2668 -0.1140
S35 0.8364X -0.0436 -0.1469
S36 0.7375X 0.1060 0.0114
S37 0.0773 0.0579 0.4972X
S38 -0.0029 0.6555X 0.0149
S39 0.8679X -0.0239 0.0223
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540 0.8000X 0.2481 0.0151
541 0.2339 0.4479X 0.1245
542 0.5473X 0.2724 -0.2064
543 0.8052X 0.1687 0.0335
544 0.7949X 0.0346 0.0824
545 0.7042X -0.0380 0.2981
546 0.8105X 0.0054 0.0789
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