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ABSTRACT

Exploring Early Childhood Teachers’ Perceptions and

Experiences for Value Education

Yun-Ju Kang.
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to discuss early childhood teachers’
perceptions of value education, and to examine their experiences in value
education implementation. Through the results of this study, we intend
to provide basic data and support plan for early childhood teachers to
implement more effective value education. According to this research

purpose, the following research questions were set.

1. What are the perceptions of early childhood teachers about value
education?

2. What are the experiences of early childhood teachers in the process of
implementing value education?

3. What are the demands of early childhood teachers to improve value
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education?

In order to collect data for this study, a total of 20 in—depth interviews
were conducted with 10 early childhood teachers from May 22, 2023 to
August b5, 2023, twice for each study participant. Research data were
collected from interview transcripts based on in-depth interviews, field
notes of researchers, journals of researchers and research participants,
and documents related to value education. Data collected from in—depth
interviews were repeatedly read and analyzed so that we could
categorize and explore their meanings according to research questions. In
order to secure the validity and reliability of the research, various data
such as in-depth interviews, document data collection, field notes, and
journals of researchers and research participants were collected and
reviewed by research participants, and periodical consultations with early

childhood education experts were conducted.

The results of this study, summarized according to research questions,

are as follows.

First, as a result of examining early childhood teachers’ perceptions of
value education, early childhood teachers recognized that value education
creates the basis for action. Early childhood teachers thought that value
education was necessary to feel what children liked and valued, and to
act based on values they valued themselves. In addition, early childhood

teachers recognized that value education helps develop the right
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personality. Early childhood teachers, in particular, believed that value
education was important because young children could properly express
themselves and practice the right personality in play and daily life
through value education. Besides, early childhood teachers recognized that
value education creates guidelines for living together. Early childhood
teachers thought that value education was an education that helped
young children grow into children living together because they could
convey the value of respecting different thoughts and actions and
exchanging love with each other through value education.

Second, as a result of examining the experiences of early childhood
teachers’ implementation of value education, early childhood teachers
were reflecting on the value education practice with reflective thinking,
sharing knowledge and experiences about value education with fellow
teachers, and striving to acquire value education capabilities. In addition,
early childhood teachers were practicing value education in various ways.
For example, early childhood teachers were reading values to young
children in play and daily life, showing teachers practicing values to
young children, practicing values with young children, and trying to help
young children practice values along with their teachers. Moreover, early
childhood teachers were trying to expand the range of wvalues by
conducting projects, art activities, and role play activities on values so
that infants’ interest in values could continue, and by planning activities
for the values they hope to practice on a monthly basis or depending on
class circumstances. At the same time, by sharing with children’s

families about values and value education and communicating, teachers
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tried to help young children practice values in their families so that
teachers could implement value education with children’s families.
Besides, early childhood teachers said that while implementing value
education, they found young children practicing values without teacher
intervention. Early childhood teachers said that they felt that young
children were growing as leading value practitioners when they see
yvoung children playing with their peers or practicing values in their
daily lives or respecting each other.

Third, as a result of exploring the demands to improve value education
implementation, early childhood teachers required value education
targeting teachers to enhance the levels of understanding about value. In
addition, early childhood teachers requested the support of a guidebook
that informs various ways to implement value education, examples of
playing value, activity materials of value education targeting young
children, and teaching materials and tools. At the same time, early
childhood teachers demanded that there be a place to share their
experiences in implementing value education and to communicate
between teachers and that it is necessary to inform families and society
at large the importance and necessity of value education so that families

and society could make value education together.
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