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ABSTRACT

An Ethnography Study on Interaction between Mother and Children when

Reading a Book at Home

Lee, ji eun
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Woman's University

The purpose of this research is to look at interaction between mother and
children in accordance with existence and nonexistence of text and familiarity of
book. It is to help reading activity at home by providing a guideline about

interaction of reading between mother and children.

Research questions are as follows.

1. How is the interaction between mother and children in accordance with the
existence and nonexistence of text when reading a picture book?

2. How is the interaction between mother and children in accordance with the

familiarity of book when reading a book?

The research subjects are 4-year-old children (2 male, 2 female) in W
kindergarten located in Bundang-gu, Gyeonggi—do, and their mothers. The
research period is from May to July2007. Total 24 times of participating
observation, two formal interviews with the mothers, and several informal
interviews were conducted. To analyze the data, participating observation daily
record, interview record, video copies, and other documents categorized,

organized, and classified.



Main results of the research are as follows.

1. How i1s the interaction between mother and children in accordance with the

existence and nonexistence of text when reading a picture book?

When reading a picture book that has no text, the interactions between
mother and children are to induce explanation about pictures in the book, to
infer meanings and make a story, and to freely imagine a situation of the
picture. Mothers lead the interaction by asking children to explain about the
pictures. children made stories by giving a meaning or inferring feelings.
Moreover, the infants freely expanded their imaginations using situations or

materials in the picture.

When reading a picture book that has some texts, the interactions between
mother and children are to predict a summary of the book, to make connection
with the children’s experience, and to question about story of the book. The
children predicted and were curious about stories and situations in the book.
The mothers encouraged the infants to feel and recall their memories to make a
connection between their experience and characters in the picture book.
Moreover, they questioned about information or situation about theme of the

story.

2. How i1s the interaction between mother and children in accordance with the

familiarity of book when reading a book?

When reading a new picture book, the interactions between mother and
children are to show -curiosity about external factors of the book, to make
questions about vocabulary, to response with only interesting factors, and to
induce interest in connection with experience. When the mothers showed a new

book to children, many of them showed interest in external factors at first.



Mothers made questions about vocabulary in the book in order to check if the
children understood the book. Moreover, the children showed interested in the
book only when the book has some interesting factors. When the children
cannot give attention to the book, the mothers helped them to be interested in

the new book by making them recall their experiences.

When reading a familiar picture book, the interactions between mother and
children are to try to read the book by the children, to show interest in the
letters, to make connection between the children’s experience and story of the
book, and to tell about summary of the book. The children tried to read words
and showed interest in letters when reading a familiar book. They also could do
expanded book reading that they made connection between the story and their
experience. When reading a same book for several times, the children showed
initiative interaction that they understood story of the book and told it to their

mother.
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