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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relationship between Patriarchal

Attitude and Elderly —-Marriage Satisfaction

- The Role of Effective Communication as A Mediator -

Mee-Hye Ko
Department of Psychology
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women University

The purpose of this study was to examine patriarchal attitudes on the
relationship between and marital satisfaction and the mediating effect of
communication for the these variables. Two hundred and ten married
men and women elderlies over 65 years old who live in Metropolitan
Seoul areas, and Gunsan city in Jeollabuk—-do participated for this
study. Patriarchal Attitude Inventory, Marital Satisfaction Inventory and
Communication Inventory were administered to the subjects. The data was
analyzed through t-test, ANOVA, correlation and hierarchical multiple
regression analysis. The result of the study are as follows.

First, there were no significant correlations between the patriarchal
attitudes and marital satisfaction, and also no relationship between the
patriarchal attitudes and effective communication for the participants.

However, there was statistically significant relationship between the
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effective communication and marital satisfaction. These results indicate
that the effective communication skills are more important for the
elderlies’ marital satisfaction.

Second, the regression analysis was done to find out the influence
of the patriarchal attitudes on communication. The results showed the
positive significant correlation between the effective communication and
the role of family member, that is the sub-factor of patriarchal attitudes,
while there was negative correlations between the effective
communication and the role of women at home.

Third, there was no group difference between the men and women in
terms of patriarchal attitudes. The men, however, showed more marital
satisfaction than that of the women.

Fourth, the hierarchical multiple regression analysis showed no
mediating effect of the effective communication between the patriarchal
attitudes and the marital satisfaction. This result was not supportive of
hypothesis of the study. However, the direct communication skill seems
to be more important for marital satisfaction.

Lastly, the significance of the study, limitations and suggestions for

follow—up research have been discussed.

Key point: Korean Patriarchal Attitude, Marital Satisfaction, Attitude,

Communication Attitude.
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