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ABSTRACT

"l3(wa), of Non-Postposition from the perspective

of Politeness

Sa Se Rin
Department of Japanese Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

There are some characteristics that are not found in the written
language of Japanese. One of them is ‘Non-Postposition’ attached after a
noun phrase. For example, in Japanese conversation, there are sentences
such as "(My friends’ lunch boxes are fancy, but) my lunch box? (FADHB
Fr&3? ), , and utterances that don't have such postposition such as
"Yukari’s rice balls@, that's awesome. (HHEFEBRNBIZENG. Blxilth
. )5 and 'Lunch box®@, how was it? (BFED. £H72-72?), are often

Seern.

The subject or object being Non-Postposition is a common phenomenon
in daily conversation and may be simply omitted, but in some cases, it
cannot be explained unless it is Non-Postposition. In this study, the
situation and conditions of 'lZ(wa); of Non-Postposition appear and what

role it plays were considered from the perspective of Politeness.



Previous studies have pointed out that expressions such as "Request,”
"Recommendation,” and "Evaluation” appear without postposition, but in
actual Japanese conversations, not only positive evaluations, but also
negative evaluations, "Criticism,” "Rejection,” and "Permission” or "Order”

were used.

It is judged that the 'iZ(wa); of Non-Postposition was intentionally
used to ease the burden of ‘Criticism’ or ‘Advice’ on the other person. In
addition, in the scene of requesting "Permission” from the opponent or
"Rejecting” the opponent’s recommendation used Non-Postposition. This is
to alleviate the burden of requesting "Permission” or "Rejection” even a

little by avoiding the meaning of preparation or emphasis by lZ(wa); .

Also, Previous studies have argued that the function of [lZ(wa), of
Non-Postposition has the function of ‘Signaling’ and '<°b5liF (yawarage
), , and that "=°bbiF(yawarage); has a neutral description regardless of
contrast or exclusivity. However, in this study, it was found that the iZ
(wa); of Non-Postposition has the function of ‘Verbalness of Alleviation’

as a result of reviewing based on the politeness theory.
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