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Abstract

Use of 'BL' in the Analects(i®sE) and Mencius(ZE F)
-In the Context of Classical Chinese and Grammar

Education-

Ji-hui Choi
Department of Classical Chinese

Graduate School of Sungshin Women's University

This study aims to seek a systematical explanation of 'grammar’ in the
context of classical Chinese grammar education by analyzing the use of '
LA in the Analects(;®z&) and Mencius(®zF) to find a new path for
Classical Chinese and grammar.

A majority of the pre-existing studies on this topic are widely based
on the use of 'expletives' in the Four Books([MZE;Great LearningX%;
Doctrine of the Mean9 &; Analectsiwig;, Mencius&zF) but were limited
in that they had not found the independent character of classical
Chinese grammar among ‘ancient Chinese grammardi &5 X %', 'English
grammar& X %', and 'Korean grammarE3X A", Therefore, grammar in
classical Chinese education remained borrowing or macaronically using
grammatical terms of foreign languages and led to the confusion of
both the instructor and student. Furthermore, grammatical terms in
classical Chinese education showed large discrepancy as the education

curriculum was reformed.
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Accordingly, unlike the aforementioned research, the current study
separated general grammar and school grammar, categorized the
functions of the empty morpheme 'BI' into prepositions and
conjunctions from each perspective, and analyzed its limits by reviewing
detailed contents. Also, the uses of 'BL' found in the Analects(i%z&) and
Mencius(#&+) were classified based on these findings. Major discussions
in the processes in each chapter is as follows;

First, expletives cannot have independent meaning in general grammar
and were analyzed as unable to function as sentence constituents alone.
However, according to the parts of speech classification of most
scholars, 'LL" was studied to have the functions of prepositions,
conjunctions, postpositions, and interjections.

In the second chapter, the definition and function of 'LA" in general
grammar was largely sorted as preposition and conjunction and its uses
the Analects(iwzg) and Mencius(&zF) were classified and analysed. The
prepositional 'LL' displays semantic roles as 'tool, cause, time, location,
and object’. When 'LL" is used as a conjunction,

it shows coordination, order, causation, and other unclassifiable uses
when combined with other morphemes. These have been organized with
the example from the Analects(i®zg) and Mencius(& ).

The third chapter reviews school grammar. The definition and
instructional details of ‘expletives’ in classical Chinese and educational
curriculum guidebook have been reviewed by limiting the time range
from the 5th curriculum to the current curriculum. Up to the 7th
curriculum, they were referred to as 'x0zi(E F;particles)’ and have dealt

the grammatical contents of 'LA" in more detail compared to the 2007
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reformed curriculum.

Classical Chinese Curriculum Guidelines, as well as general grammar,
also manifested identity problems due to mixed uses of grammatical
terms. Grammatical terms must be chosen so that they explain the
concept in a comprehensive manner and does not confuse the students'
understanding of grammar. For this reason, this study follows the terms
'‘preposition’ and 'conjunction’ as used in the current educational
curriculum.

Only 13 sentences were found in the middle and high school classical
Chinese textbooks in which ‘L' was explained with quotations from the
Analects(i®zE) and Mencius(ZF). Amidst these examples, there were
almost no cases where the definition and function of ‘BL'" were
expounded with citations from the Analects(ifz&) and Mencius(&F). This
tendency is thought to arise from regarding the Analects(;®zE) and
Mencius(&¥) as educational guidelines for ancestral wisdom and
cultivation of desirable character than texts for grammatical elements.

School grammar methodizes natural acquisition of the meaning of 'L’
instead of illustrating it with grammatical terms. Likewise, curriculum
objectives are set as increasing classical Chinese reading abilities but lack
of emphasis on grammar by instructors may lead to decreased
organized schedules for classical Chinese curriculum and elevated
pressure of classical Chinese studying in students.

With the goal to establish a foundation for a more unequivocal
explanation of grammar, this study reviews the difference of describing
‘A" in the current domestic classical Chinese grammar and China's

ancient Chinese grammar to embrace the varying perspectives. However,
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because the current study is limited to focusing on the prepositional
and conjunctive functions of the expletive LI, further studies on the
syntactic function of ‘A" and its application as other parts of speech are
expected to aid in the pursuit and construction of a more definite
grammatical explanation system based on various perspectives on its

definition and uses.
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