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1}
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characteristics of

Mozart’s TLe Nozze di Figaroy

Rhee, Jung Eun

Dept. of Accompanying

Advised by Prof. Oh Soon Young
Graduate School of

Sung-shin Women's University

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart produced many works in various fields
of music in his short life; he was notably distinctive in Opera Buffa. He
expressed each character’s personality throughout his well-developed form
of musical ensemble. In addition, he impeccably described the dramatic
scenes and developed his music freely by displaying perfect harmony
between music and drama.

This paper studies Le Nozze di Figaro which reflects the 8™
century society when the transition from aristocracy to civil society started

with humanism and illuminism. The opera flawlessly constructs plot



development and character description in the form of opera buffa with
Mozart’s great musical gift. Le Nozze di Figaro is the second part of
Beaumarchais’ trilogy Le Barbier de Seville, Le Marriage de Figaro, and
La mere coupable, and is the celebrated collaboration between Mozart and
Da Ponte.

This paper shows the origin and development of opera and the
history of Opera Buffa. Furthermore, it provides cultural and historical
background, synopsis, and characteristics of Le Nozze di Figaro, a
masterpiece of the 18™® century opera. It also analyzes opera into the use
of recitativo, a character’s personality in aria and ensemble, and the
ensemble finale which is the main characteristic of Opera Buffa.

Opera i1s composed for the orchestra and performed to the
accompaniment of orchestra. However, during rehearsal a piano is used
instead of the orchestra. Moreover, a pianist should be a music coach
beyond an accompanist. He or she is a professional musician who can
guide the practice opposed to only conducting it. Therefore, working as a
teacher, the pianist can actually expand an individual's ability in order to
lead to better performances. Due to this, the music coach should be obliged
to study general information on the piece in question including cultural
background, musical characteristics, and analysis of opera. With enough
technical practice, the pianist will possess the ability to improve the overall

performance of the opera itself.
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