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ABSTRACT

A Study on Musical Characteristics of S. Prokofiev and
‘Sonata for Cello and Piano in C Major Op.119’

JinYoung, Lee

Major in Instrumental music
Department of Music

The Graduate School of
Sungshin Women's University

In this paper, the cello sonata 'Sonata for Cello and Piano in
C Major Op.119' of Prokofiev was analyzed, based on five
musical features: classical elements, innovative elements of
harmony, Toccata elements, lyrical element, humorous elements
and various composition techniques.

Prokofiev is a Russia born musician who is representative the
20th century. He is a pianist, as well as a composer of
numerous operas, chamber music, symphony, and ballet.
Prokofiev's music can be divided into three active periods: the
early days of experimental and innovative music during his
early years, the middle period of work while he was in the US

and Europe after the Russian revolution, and the last period



after he returned to Russia under the Stalinist government.
‘Sonata for Cello and Piano in C Major, Op.119° was
composed in the third period when Prokofiev returned to
Russia, and it was influence by Rostropovich. Cello Sonata
Op.119 is the only cello sonata, composed and completed by
Prokofiev which is composed of three movements. The first
movement consists of a classical sonata form of exposition,
development, and recapitulation, beginning with a slow pace of
Andante and leading to two themes. The second movement
consists of a scherzo style ternary form and proceeds to the F
Major, the subdominant key of the first movement C Major.
The third movement is in the same sonata form as the first
movement and proceeds to C Major, the original key.
The composition al technigue of the Cello Sonata by Prokofiev
employs a classicist style that can be seen in classical sonatas,
and it is a song that shows five kinds of compositional
techniques, generally classified as ‘"classical, innovative,
toccata, lyrical, and Humorous" which are thematic elements
often emphasized by Prokofiev. In addition, it shows
neoclassical characteristics through various beat and speed

changes.
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