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ABSTRACT

A study on R. Strauss’s
Sonata for Cello and Piano(Op. 6, F major) on

the Acceptance point 1st movement

KWON DA HEE
Department of Music,
Instrumental Music Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This thesis analyzed and studied the first movement of Cello Sonata
(in F major, Op. 6) written by R. Strauss (1864-1949) in 1883. Strauss,
the leading composer of late German Romanticism, worked as a
conductor with great achievements in opera, symphonic poems, and also
as a lieder. Prior to the analysis of his work, this study has examined
his life, composing style, and the creation of chamber music; it was
revealed that there were significantly limited representations of the
typical characteristics of late German Romanticism which he actually is
the symbol of. It demonstrated that Strauss left fewer chamber music
pieces than other genres, most of which were composed in the early

days, influenced by his father. Therefore, this paper which aims at
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analyzing Cello Sonata, including his chamber musics composed, confirms
that it was based on classical romantic music rather than late romantic
music. This showed that the surrounding environment and people are
closely related to the composer’s view of music. Prior to the analysis of
the 1st movement in the early work, Cello Sonata, which was influenced
by his father, the ‘classicity’ was confirmed through the imitation method
that appears through in the 2nd movement and the 3rd movement
through an overview.

After that, as a result of intensive analysis of the first movement, it
was confirmed that the two subjects in the exposition showed the tonal
contrast of the circle of fifth. Then, the two subjects were developed
without creating a new subject in the development, and it was confirmed
the composition of developing the dotted rhythm, which is the central
sound form of the first subject, into various forms.

It was also confirmed that the characteristic theme of fugue used in
the development was formed by combining the sound patterns from the
first subject of the exposition, and it had a response structure of the
fifth relationship. Afterwards, the two themes of the exposition are
reproduced as orignal key in the first subject in the recapitulation, but
the second subject is reproduced through the movement of the third
which reveals typical characteristics of the Romanticism. However, it
was also possible to connect with Beethoven by confirming that the
content of the second topic reproduced in Coda was resolved with the
ald. With such content, the ’classicity’ that appears in the first

movement of this work was thoroughly verified.
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It is expected that the analysis of this work will help the readers
grasp the classical elements of Strauss’ early works and help them with

research analysis.
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