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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Schumann's
{Piano Quintet Op.44 in Eb Major)

—focusing on the first and fourth movements-

Son, Se myung
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This paper is an analysis of Schuman’s(1810-1856) {Piano Quintet Op.44
in Eb Major) focusing on the first and fourth movements. Schumann, who
had great interest in the works of Johann Sebastian Bach(1685-1750) and
Ludwig van Beethoven(1770-1827), composed three string quartets based
on these techniques in 1842, ’the year of chamber music’, and released

{(Piano Quintet Op.44 in Eb Major) , which combines this arrangement
with the piano, and presents the typical genre of the piano quintet. This
paper looks into how Schumann wused Bach’'s techniques such as
counterpoint, fugue, and Beethoven’'s theme motifs in this chamber music
piece, and examined how the piano and string quartet instruments were

combined through effective organization and structure.

_57_



As a result of the study, this song is an intensive and unified piece
using circulation method based on the techniques of Bach and Beethoven.
The motifs a and b that form the first theme of the first movement are
imitated and transformed over all the movements, and above all that these
motifs are combined in the fourth movement, which is the Rondo type,
achieving a synthesis. In particular, we could find an organic link between
the first and the fourth movements in that the theme melody of the double
fuga presented in the coda part of the fourth movement combines the
theme of the first movement with the refrain A melody of the fourth
movement.

In addition, Schumann has effectively used a concerto style that
confronts and harmonizes the different tones of the string quartet and the
piano in this chamber music. In general while the piano is the main
instrument, other instruments play the accompaniment or imitates
counterpoint, constantly in harmony and confrontation with one another,
appropriately distributing the initiative.

Another characteristic is the various changes in the varying tonality. In
principle, the tonality in rondo style refrain A can not change, however
shows a romantic element through its freely changing tonality. In other
words, based on Bach and Beethoven’s techniques and combining his own
romanticism, Schumann paints a genre of the piano quintet, through {Piano

Quintet Op.44 in Eb Major) .
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