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ABSTRACT

A Study on the ironic expression
showed in R. Schumann’ s song cycle

{Dichterliebe )

Lee Yu Ri
Department of Collaborative Piano Major

Graduate School of Sungshin University

This thesis studied the expression of “irony” in the song {The Love of the
Poet) by the composer Robert Alexander Schumann(1810-1856). Irony’ generally
means the meaning of ‘rony’ , meaning that the meaning the speaker intends
to express and the words expressed on the surface are different. In other words,
the irony is Heine’s characteristic language that Schumann expressed musically.

First of all, I searched the romantic art songs and Schumann’s art songs, and
the meaning and origin of irony, and how irony appeared in Heine's poem. How
Heine’s irony appears in Schumann’s art song is presented through Schumann’s
famous love song, (The Love of the Poet) . After reviewing the general
overview of (The Love of the Poet) and the characteristic compositional
structure of Schumann in this song, 1st song <Im wunderschonen Monat Mai>,
9th song <Das ist ein Floten und Geigen>, 11th song <Ein Jingling liebt ein

Madchen> which shows the expression of Heine's irony well was selected and
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analyzed.

As a result of the study, Heine used irony in a beautiful poetic language on
the surface, but contained the pain of love within it, and the topic was rapidly
switched to a romantic tone and ended with a satirical ending. Heine’s ironic
phraseology can be seen as starting from the pain of a breakup. Later, Heine
sublimated his unfortunate love into a work of art through various expressions.
Schumann is one of the composers who felt a deep formal sympathy with
Heine’s work and expressed his poems well in art songs. He expressed most of
Heine’s ironic language through composition or harmony, and put scenes of
poetry on the piano. Or, the pain hidden in the beautiful poem was simply
expressed in monotonous harmony, borrowed monotonic borrowed harmony, and
the composition of the song was written vaguely. In addition, scenes that can
reveal irony appear directly on the piano to further highlight the speaker’s
feelings through the piano. Schumann revealed irony through these various
methods, and expressed the inner meaning through music that the texts in

poetry alone were insufficient.
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