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ABSTRACT

Analytical study on five songs,
from the collections of Goethe

of {(Myrten Op. 25) by R. Schumann

Lee A-Ryoung
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The present study is an analysis of five songs from the poems of Johann

Wolfgang von Goethe(1749-1832) which are from a song cycle titled
{Myrteny , it is comprised of 26 songs, composed by Robert
Schumann(1810-1856). These fives songs are extracted from West-édstlicher
Divan written by J. W. Goethe are included in {Myrten) which is
dedicated to Clara Josephine Schumann(1819-1896), R. Schumann's fiancee.
J. W. Goethe is completed a book of poetry, West-dstlicher Divan, in his
old. This poetry is about the yearning for the Orient and pursuing the
harmony of the west and east. In what follows, 1T explore the sematic
relevance between {(Myrten) and West—dstlicher Divan, and ferret out
how R. Schumann expresses these five songs musically.

I first examine Romanticism, Lied and West-dstlicher Divan in order to



understand the background of the five songs in {(Myrten) . I then
endeavor to analysis the five songs and draw a conclusion as blow.

Given these five songs R. Schumann collected, it appears likely to us that
he consented to what J. W. Goethe wanted to tell though the poetry:
romantic idea, yearning for the Orient, and pursuing the harmony of the
west and east. Even it seems like that R. Schumann selected the pieces
randomly from the J. W. Goethe's work: release, tailsman, song 1, song 2,
and song of Suletka, in the overall perspective, those poems tell
Romanticism through pursuing ideal world but denial reality. And the
analogy in this case can be made to the title of his song cycle, Myrten,
which means a bouquet woven hy 26 blossoms(songs). More to the
immediate point, he would like to pursuing ideal harmony and union
through his marriage.

Notably there are significant characteristics from the five songs in
{Myrten) extracted J. W. Goethe's works as follow. First, R. Schumann
described the rhythm of the poems lively in his music through musical
accent and notes. Secondly, Using contrast between major and minor
shows different speakers in the poems. Third, He expressed the unique
sounds from the poetry such as horseshoe, hiccups, drunkeness, song,
praise of God, and love by musical motives with various rhythm: dotted,
octave leap, arpeggio, polyphony and homophony. Forth, Applying
anticipation, augmented chord, diminished chord and more describe the
mood of each piece. Fifth, Only with the long piano repertoire, poetic
atmosphere is shown without words. Lastly, R. Schumann reinterpreted the

original poetry through repeating or omitting a certain line and write new



lyrics and it leads to emphasize the main theme of the poetry. Robert
Schumann created a wonderful Lied described the simple but complicated
poems perfectly through beautiful music with his sensitive composing

ability.
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