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ABSTRACT

A comparative study of early childhood education

theory between Pestalozzi and Dewey

Lim, In Sook
Dept. of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study 1s to get suggestions for modern early
childhood education by comparing the philosophies of early childhood
education between Pestalozzi and Dewey. To achieve this, I have compared
and analyzed their growth process, view of early childhood, educational
goal and methodology then studied the commonalities and differences
between them. On the basis of the study, I investigated their influences on
early childhood education. My findings are as follows:

From his early childhood, Pestalozzi came to know from his mother and
housekeeper that love and self-sacrifice are the most important things to a
human being, and subsequently developed his wish to become an
educational pioneer through the influences of his priest — grandfather.

Dewey was raised in a family environment where great weight was
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placed on the value of practical thought. This resulted in his attaching

importance to practical activities and experiences. Later, he developed a
radical educational philosophy that followed the current thinking at the
time. Furthermore, Dewey, was more influenced by the cultural status and
norms of his day rather than by family influences when compared to
Pestalozzi.

When comparing their individual view points of early childhood,

Pestalozzi, who was influenced by Rousseau, acknowledged the innate
goodness of human beings and had tried to harmoniously develop human
nature. Dewey believed that human nature i1s not predetermined or fixed as
being either good or bad from birth, but is a social being whose nature is
affected through on—-going communications with his environment.

However, there are commonalities between them. For instance, both men
insisted that education should go forward as a part of natural development
since they regarded education as process that supports natural progress.
Pestalozzi aimed to achieve reforms in humanity and society through
education, and saw as the purpose of education, the making of a balanced
human being who has knowledge, virtue and health, thus being the basis
for an all-around education. On the other hand, Dewey put as educations’
purpose the development of ability that enables the continuous progress of
early childhood. He believed that education was not preparation for an
adult life, but the process that helps the progress and growth of early
childhood itself.

The difference in educational methodology is that Pestalozzi emphasized a

culture of sentiments whereas Dewey emphasized intellectual education as
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a means to develop problem solving ability. Both shared the belief that
educational content should not be separate from real life and tried to
compose real life activities for use in early childhood education.

Pestalozzi advocated voluntary, harmony, intuition and laborious work
theories as an educational methodology. Whereas, Dewey emphasized
methods which could develop thinking ability in early childhood, and
proposed as such the method and necessary condition reflective thinking,
play, work and interests.

As investigated above, the importance of their work in modern early
childhood education 1s as follows:

Pestalozzi implanted in unbalanced modern education, new viewpoints for
respecting man'’s life and dignity, which fosters an all-round education. In
addition, he advocated early education for early childhood and a style of
home education, plus influenced the establishment of the 'teacher’image as
a loving educationist who lLived up to everlasting affection for education.
Pestalozzi's belief that the motive power for social progress 1s education
and the ordinary people should benefit from education became the basis for
compulsory schooling while his intuition theory stimulated modern object
education.

Dewey established a theory of education integrating society and school
with teaching materials and the child. He advocated child focused principles
and while running an experimental school, became the originator of
progressive education.  This approach i1s now considered the basis for
experience oriented education, real life oriented education, interest focused

education, activity oriented education, and other educational theories. In
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addition, he largely influenced the development of pragmatism to
behaviorism emphasizing investigation methodology.

Finally, his educational methodologies where founded upon the concepts of
freedom and provided an enlightened, new way to develop self-control in

early childhood.
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