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ABSTRACT

An analytic study of
Paul Hindemith’s <Sonata for Flute and Piano) (1936)

Yu, Ha-Kyung
Instrumental Music Major
Graduate of School

Sungshin University

Europe in the 20" century faced rapidly changing society and
politics, undergoing the turning point of the century and the 1%
World War and this stream influenced various genres of art,
including music. Especially, music in the early 20" century gradually
escaped from the trend of post-romanticism and the era of
modernism began, centering around Vienna. In addition, diverse
aspects, such as primitivism, atonal music, twelve-tone music,
neo-classicism, Neue Sachlichkeit, and Gebrauchsmusik developed at
the same time.

This paper aims to examine Paul Hindemith(1895-1963), who did a
lot of activities as a composer, musician and conductor and tried to
combine tradition and modernism through varied genres of music

and his musical characteristics, based on {Sonata for Flute and



Piano)(1936).

Hindemith” music is classified into four aspects; early
style(1912-1919), which mixed existing styles, being influenced by
music of R. Strauss, G. Mahler and others, anti-romantic Neue
Musik(1920-1923) that began to show his own music, joining the
ranks of composers representing the 20" century in earnest,
neo-classicism(1923-1934) that accepted tradition and strived to
establish newly the combination of modern music and traditional
music, and tonal polyphony(1935-1963) that returned to the
tradition.

This study is focused on {Sonata for Flute and Piano), which was
composed in the age of tonal polyphony among the four
compositional tendencies of Hindemith. Firstly, the musical and
social backgrounds of the 20" century, and the life and the
compositional tendency of Hindemith were studied and {Sonata for
Flute and Piano), which consists of the first and second movements
with sonata forms and the third movement with a rondo form and
a march, were analyzed.

Escaping from existing major and minor tonal music, this work
makes a new interpretation of tradition using modes and contributes
to keeping the traditional styles such as a sonata form and a rondo
form. Moreover, this work shows motif-based melodies rather than
sticking to thematic development and an ideal combination of piano
and flute through sequences or dialogic development to exchange

motifs with each other.



In conclusion, this study demonstrates that {Sonata for Flute and
Piano) of Hindemith shows his musical tendency to establish newly

tradition and represents flute literature of the 20" century.
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