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ABSTRACT

A Study on L. v. Beethoven's
Piano Sonata Op.31 No.3

Kim, Min Jeong

Department of Music

Major in Instrumental Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women' University

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827), along with Joseph Haydn
(1732-1809) and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), established the
classical style of music, and contributed to cultivating the new trend of
Romanticism through ceaseless exploration of and challenge to form
and harmony. Beethoven, who composed numerous symphonies,
concertos, and ensemble music in classical style, not only systematized
and expanded the classical sonata form through his thirty two piano
sonatas, but also opened a new horizon of piano literature, as to the
performance technique, range, dynamic, rhythm, and pedaling.

Based on the style of composition, Beethoven's thirty two piano
sonatas are generally divided into three periods: the early, the middle,
and the late(1816-1822) period. This thesis studies specific

characteristics of the middle period sonatas through the Piano Sonata,
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op.31 no.3. This work, which shows Beethoven's creative interpretation
of the sonata form, and the piano techniques which make the most of
the instrument's characteristics, reveals Beethoven's original status in
the history of piano music

The Piano Sonata, op.31 no.3 is the only work from the middle
period which consist of four movements. The first and the last
movements are in sonata—allegro form, the second movement is a
scherzo and the third movement is a minuet. This work is the last
plano sonata to contain an independent minuet movement, and it
changes the usual order of movements to put the 2/4 meter scherzo in
the second movement instead of a slow movement, and the fast minuet
in the third movement. This reflects the fact that in the middle period,
Beethoven tended to free his works from the typical sonata form and

to expand the structure of the works.
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