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ABSTRACT

An analytical Study on Piano Sonata Op.31, No.2 d minor,

by Ludwig van Beethoven

Shin—Shuk Lee
Department of Music
Instrument Music Major
Graduate School of

SungShin Women's University

Beethoven who started his work based on Classicism, and led the
birth of romanticism, which made him an important figure in
western musical history. In particular, through the period between
1795 when he was 25 and 1822 when he was 52, he composed 32
sonatas for piano, showing a musical characteristics of his time
when classicism gave its place to the following romanticism.

In his early pieces of piano sonata, Beethoven show the matured
classical sonata form and even he tried to mix his unique
personality with basic elements of classicism. It is not too hard to
find another classical composer's musical language like Clementi
which is not only simple but dynamic. In his mid—days, he freely
followed with the basic structure of sonata with his wild
imagination and established his signature style of sonata. This was
the period when his personality was more matured and his social

position was finally stabilized. In later he tried to give connection



among each movement by using certain musical motives or rhythmic
patterns, or to realize consistency and diversity at the same time
by using variations. Also by applying fugue and inserting dramatic
recitatives, he emphasized dreamy and improvisatorial elements than
structures.

This study is to analyze one of pieces from his mid period, Piano
Sonata Op.31, No.2. The whole piece is composed following sonata
form. Unlike Riemann 1is opinion, this study views the first
movement as a sonata without introduction. Its first theme is
consisted of 6 measures, containing three different tempos. This
first theme also has two recitatives inserted in recapitulation unlike
exposition, which is the signature characteristic of his later work,
even though this is from his mid period. The second movement
omits development part, and unlike the first and third movement, is
in major key. It also has wide skip of melody in its theme, and its
variation part of recapitulation and the ending part. In the third
movement 16th notes constantly passes through rapidly from the
beginning to the end. Third movement follows the expanded sonata
form which has the developmental section in coda also. Through
structural analysis of Op.31 No.2 so—called "Tempest" this study
attempts to widen our understanding of Beethoven's music,
especially its transitional characteristics crossing over Romanticism

from Classicism.
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