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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Accompaniment of the

<Horn Sonata, Op.17> by Ludwig van Beethoven

Oh, Su Yeon
Department of Accompanying Music
Graduate School of Music

Sungshin Women’s University

This article studies on <Horn Sonata, Op.17> composed by Ludwig
van Beethoven(1770~1827).

Beethoven has been highly appraised as one of 'three great men of
the Viennese Classic' along with Joseph Haydn(1732~1809) and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart(1756~1791), leading the music of
'"Viennese Classic' into the highest stage as well as playing an
important role in bridging classical music and romantic music.

In his early days, he was influenced by Haydn and Mozart, but he
began to create his own unique style and composed numerous
instrumental music. Among them, Horn Sonata, Op.17, which is
studied in this article, was his only horn sonata.

Since this piece was Intendedly composed for Johann Wenzel
Stich(1746~1803), a famous horn player in those days, to let his skill

be fully displayed, it seems difficult to be played by a natural horn.



The horn is not passively harmonized as a part of orchestra here.
Instead, it shows splendid technique of a solo instrument. This piece
achieved its purpose at this point of view by using a horn. Even in the
sense of today where the technique has tremendously developed, this
piece is by no means inferior to any others.

Consisted of three movements, it is in a frame of classical sonata
from its appearance but the second movement adapts the same tonic
key, f minor, rather dominant or relative minor key. Also, it is, based
on classical methodical sense, reaches a balance between traditional
musical rhetoric and new one by experimentally conducting an
exceptional try as seen at the last measure of the second movement
where it is directly connected to the third movement by attacca.

Above all, it is majestic and strong as well as mild expressing the
inherent characteristics of horn. Consequently, this piece means a
great importance to a horn by making a new resolution as a solo

instrument.
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