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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on the
<Sonata for Viola and Piano No.2, Op.120 in Eb Major>

by Johannes Brahms

Kim, Soo Mi
Department of Accompanying
Graduate School

Sungshin Women " s University

Johannes Brahms(1833-1897) was a composer of the Romantic
period, but he maintained the classical form and blended it with
his own romantic expressions at the same time. He sticked to the
tradition of absolute music in an antagonistic relationship with
program music.

He composed various musical forms across almost all genres
except opera and ballet music. Especially his compositions played
a significant role in that he performed chamber music with a
clarinet (or viola) and a horn when String Quartet was the

mainstream and he tried new musical forms including piano, which



had not been used before in chamber music.

Of other chamber music works, a sonata for clarinet was
performed, which was arranged for viola. Viola Sonata Op.120,
No.2 that is addressed in this study was composed as his last
champer music piece.

The piece consists of three movements. The first movement
takes a traditional sonata form, the second movement is a scherzo
form including trio and involves compound ternary form, and the
third movement takes the form of a theme and five variations.

Melodics such as imitative counterpoint, and figure expansion &
constraction were employed, rhythms such as syncopation, cross
rhythm, and hemiola were dominantly used in this piece, showing
Brahms, unique composition style. Moreover, chords such as
modulation by enharmonic tone, third or sixth parallel motion,
arpeggio in the lower keys were used to command his own
romantic language even in the classic form, making it one of the
most important chamber music works in the Romantic period.

This study will identify Brahms' musical characteristics shown in
the sonata together with harmonic analysis and structural aspects
and figure out the relationship between the viola and the piano

part for the good performance.
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