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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Compositional Style of the
Sonata for Piano and Clarinet in f minor, Op,120 No.1

by Johannes Brahms

Lee, Ju Hee
Department of Accompanying
Graduate School of Music

Sungshin Women's Universty

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) was a composer who maintained a
Classical sense of form and order in his works. He was a master of
traditional compositional style in which he pioneered in balanced
composition and diverse variation technique and etc. His music is
deeply orieuted in the structures and compositional techniques of the
composers of Baroque and Classical era. While he was considered
by his contemporaries too academic, he was a composer who

combined various tones and open lyrical melody of romanticism



aesthetic to create inspirational work that influenced for a
generation of following composers. Also, he had an exceptional
fondness for Clarinet in which he was later considered as a
composer who enhanced the Clarinet music.

Brahms composed a total of 24 pieces of chamber music. Amongst
the pieces, <Piano Trio Op. 114>, <Clarinet Quintet Op. 115>, and
two of the <Sonata for Piano and Clarinet Op. 120 No.1, No.2> were
specifically intended for the Clarinet. The two of the Clarinet Sonata
Op. 120 No.1, No.2 were his last Sonatas as well as chamber music.
The two Sonatas were composed during 1892 to 1894 when many
of his love ones died. Thus emotions of grief and sorrow are
prevalent in these two pieces.

This piece i1s written in his latter years of his life; it expresses
connotatively of his music in a small scale chamber music formation.
The thesis will examine and analyze Op. 120 No.l of the two
Clarinet Sonatas. Before the analysis of the piece, I will briefly look
into Brahms’ life and the characteristic of his music. As for
analyzing, I will examine the chamber music of the harmonic

rendering of the Piano and Clarinet.
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