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ABSTRACT

A Study on Clarinet Sonata Op.120, No.2 E’major of
J.Brahms.

Yun, Jung—Hee.
Department of Accompanying
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Johannes Brahms (1833 1897) is a composer in the later period
of romanticism in the 19" century. However, he adhered to
Absolute music in opposition to Programme music, which was
popular in his days. While maintaining the traditional techniques of
classicism, he constructed his own world of music by combining his
rich lyric and romantic sense effectively. In addition, Brahms is a
composer who opened a new chapter of chamber music, which
included the piano, in the late 19™ century. His 17 works of
chamber music including the piano were composed through the early
days of his life. Although each of the works is distinguished by its
own unique characteristic, they show unity in style under the name
of neo classicism.

In particular, two sonatas for piano and clarinet incline to
classicism (style) along with a number of works composed in

Brahms’ later years, so they are his most mature works



representing composing style of romanticism.

Clarinet Sonata Op.120, No2 to be examined in this research is
composed of three movements. The first Movement has the typical
form of sonata in classical style, and The second Movement is
Scherzo containing trio, having the form of composite 3 parts. In
addition, The third Movement is composed of the thema and five
variations.

Using the form of sonata, that of composite 3 parts and that of
variations in this music, Brahms plainly revealed the influence of
classicism.
however In the aspect of harmony, this music used chromatic
harmonies such as secondary dominant 7% chord, secondary
diminished 7™ chord and augmented 7% chord, as well as new
modulations such as enharmonic change and change in a clause,
going beyond the range of relationship. Through new these
harmonic progression, Brahms introduced the expression of
Romantic music into the frame of classicism, expanding the means
of musical expression.

In the aspect of rhythm as well, this music used romantic
composition techniques. The use of syncopation, hemiola rhythm and
tuplet rhythm or accents on upbeat transcends the rhythm of basic
unit.

Using Clarinet Sonata Op.120 No.2, the last work of chamber
music composed by Brahms, a composer in the age of romanticism,
the present study examined the harmonic and rhythmic

characteristics, the relation between the clarinet and the piano, the



combination of classical style and romantic ones. This study
explored the world of Brahms’ music and the contents of his

music.
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