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ABSTRACT

A study on the Dimitri Shostakovich's Piano Trio No.2 Op.67

Jang, Min Jung

Department of Music
Major in Instrument Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

D. Shostakovich(1906—1975), a Russian composer of the 20th century,
lived through revolution, Bolshevik revolution of 1917, World War II,
Stalin regime, so he reflected all these upheaval in his art work.

This study is designed to analyse a musical feature melted in his
contemporary life with special reference to No.2 Op. 67 of Piano Trio. At
first, I tried to examine Shostakovich's musical feature gone through the
contemporary age with special reference to brief survey of Piano Trio in
the history of chamber concert relating to his life, upon which I want
draw out overall character of his Piano trilogy. Piano trio No.2 Op. 67 as
a typical example of his music was analysed by each chapter, music type,

and main theme to get into better understanding & performance of his



music world.

A unique chamber music No. 1 Op.8 played in early stage of his career
was composed right after The First World War, so it strongly reflected
Neo—Classicism. As I played this music, this was found as one chapter
sonata, half gamut with composite composition, competitive interval,
rhythmical change by semitone, and making a theme by means of octave.
He connected each chapter with long phrase by semitone, but at a certain
point it stopped suddenly without notice to start a new part. In all these
procedure, he usually used them to make baroque rhythm with eighth
note, sixteenth note respectively.

Piano Trio No.2 Op.67 seen during the World War II and influenced by
Socialistic realism 1is showing that it reflected a Russian folk with
semi—tones including serialism. This music consisted of 4 chapters in
traditional classic sonatas, and each one have their own feature. The first
chapter is a sonata featured by composition, time, and speed, and it
imitates a theme in counterpoint. The second chapter consisted of double
three section types, as it is seen in the first chapter, it is imitating a
theme with counterpoint, connected each passages by going together. The
third chapter is a variation of slow chapter, in which a theme with 8
different chords started with piano, and during the 6 consecutive
repetitions, violin & cellos back up the main theme. In the fourth
chapter, a rondo type was applied to reflect Russian folk, in which each
theme was depicted in many different variation by means of

non—harmonic semitones, and in it there are minor3, from do to fa#,



major 7, and minor 9.

As we see here, his art work preferred to use sonata structure &
semitone, chromatic scale series, but he differentiated composition,
arrange of sound series, inter—passages in his composing technique. In
this sense, we know that his music world is not free from the
contemporary atmosphere.

I through this study, tried to analysed Piano Trio No.2 Op.67 of
Shostakovich, and came to end that it was totally influenced by social
realism of contemporary Russia. Upon such a analysis, I interpreted his
musical technique, compositional elements, and development of theme in

each chapter.
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