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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Utilization Plans of Popular Music in High
School Music Class by the Application of the ARCS Model

Seo Youn, Kim

Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women’s University

This study set out to analyze popular music introduced in the high
school music textbooks revised in 2007 from various angles and apply the
ARCS Model of Motivation by Keller, which proposes a range of variables
to determine motivation in class, to popular music-based music lessons,
thus searching for new methods for music education.

In all types of education including music education, the learners should
take interest in what is to be learned, be motivated to study it, and
acquire knowledge, concept, function, and attitude for themselves. Music
education so far, however, has had room for improvement in terms of
stimulating the learners’ interest as most of the content is about the
classical music or traditional music of the West. Based on the Revised
Music Curriculum of 2007, the current three types of high school music

textbooks include more interesting genres and content regarding popular



music by responding to the rapidly changing society and culture and the
demands of students today and present the content of music education on
a par with classical music. There is a need to conduct research on
efficient lesson strategies of motivating the learners to learn with popular
music topics and maintaining their motivation according to the paradigm
accommodating the interest of the learners and the flows of the times in
music education in elementary and second school.

There have been many researches and discussions about motivation by a
colorful group of teaching and learning theorists, but they were limited to
the causes of motivation and hardly addressed the motivation strategies of
learners. Such research efforts were particularly in shortage in the music
subject and nonexistent in the area of popular music.

Responding to such a need, the study developed a process plan for
designing lesson strategies according to the ARCS Model of Motivation by
Keller and applying them to teaching and learning.

The investigator first reviewed the theory of ARCS Model of Motivation,
which takes a problem-solving approach by designing the motivational
aspects of a learning environment to motivate the students to learn and
maintain their motivation. Then the Revised Music Curriculum of 2007 was
analyzed along with the high school music curriculum according to it in
order to examine the legitimacy of introducing popular music in a textbook
and need for teaching popular music. Also examined in the study were the
concepts and kinds of popular music. In addition, the state of popular
music introduced in the three types of high school music textbooks based
on the Revised Music Curriculum of 2007 was analyzed according to

publisher, genre, year of composition, and nation.



Based on the consideration and analysis results, the investigator designed
music lessons applying the ARCS Model of Motivation with popular music
in a macroscopic and microscopic manner and developed and presented a
teaching and learning process plan to apply the content of the design.

The findings led to conclusions that utilizing popular music, which can
stimulate interest in the students and encourage them to take active part
in learning, as part of the teaching and learning content and methods in
the music subject is effective and that applying the ARCS Model of
Motivation to stimulate and maintain motivation for learning is appropriate.
It is thus required to reinforce the importance of popular music in the
curriculum and make active and ongoing research and development efforts
to devise teaching strategies of utilizing popular music and combining it
with the ARCS motivation theory so that popular music lessons will do

more than just stimulating interest at the moment.
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