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Abstract

A Study on the Description of the Free City Incident
in the Korean Modern and Contemporary History Textbooks

under the 7th Educational CurriculumO

Han Na, Cho
Major in History Education

The Graduate School of Education at Sungshin Women’'s University

The Korean guerrilla forces, divided into many groups, gathered
together in the Free City from 1920 to 1921 for the purpose of
the unification of the armed units. However, due to the Free City
Incident on June 28, a number of Korean militants were killed and
ran away from their units, which led to the weakening of the
Korean armed forces seriously, and subsequently prevented the
unified army from being linked to the anti—Japanese movement,
having a significant impact on the Korean independence movement
at large. The Free City Incident refers to the event where Irkutsk
based Goryeo Gunjeong Uihoe (Korean Military Council) in conflict
with the Sakhalin Volunteer Army over the unification of armed
forces disarmed the Sakhalin Volunteer Army with the Russian
Red Army. However, this is a superficial reason, and to explain
this incident from a comprehensive viewpoint, it 1S necessary to

understand the situations during the Russian Civil War in the Far



East area at that time, resulting changes of Russian policies on
the Korean people, conflicts between the Korean in Russia, and
activities of the Korean armed forces against the Japanese rule.
Findings of studies performed by Kim Jun Yeop, Kim Chang
Sook, Seo Dae Sook, and Shin Jae Hong at earlier stages in this
field have been assessed as pioneering. However, they exhibited a
limit to fail to see socialism from an anticommunist perspective, in
the context of the Korean independence movement. Young
scholars in the late 1980s attempted to see socialism as part of
anti—Japanese national liberation movement, after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, and the release of documents by the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union and the Comintern contributed to the
activation of more studies. As a result, recently there have been
made many studies which consider the Free City Incident from a
variety of viewpoints such as change in the Russian policies on
Koreans, unified movement of the Korean armed forces, and
Korean armed forces against Japan in Russia.

Since the Free City Incident was first mentioned in Korean
history textbooks under the amended 3rd Curriculum in 1978,
until the 6th Educational Curriculum, Korean history textbooks had
defined the incident simply as treachery of the Russian Red Army,
reflecting initial results of studies done from anti—Communist
perspectives. Despite many outcomes of studies, the Korean
modern and contemporary history education under the current 7th

Educational Curriculum has some problems with regard to the



selection of contents and the way of description.

Firstly, the importance of the Russian Far East regions as a key
overseas Korean independence movement base 1s not stated.
Secondly, descriptions about the anti—Japanese movement forces
in the Russian regions(Korean People’ s Committee, the Korean
socialists, the Korean Communists, and the Korean armed forces)
are lacking or perverted. Thirdly, the incident is mentioned,
mainly focusing on Korean independence armed forces in
Manchuria.

The biggest problem of all is that there is a weaker connection
with world history. Two of six goals of the Korean modern and
contemporary history curriculum present a connection with world
history, which requires us to see Korean history in the context of
world history. The Free City Incident, which occurred in one of
the far east regions in Russia Free City, was closely related with
policies of the Bolshevist forces on Koreans, the relationship
between the Bolshevist regime and the Japanese army for
intervention as well as the relationship between anti—Japanese
Korean army and Japan, amid the Russian Civil War. Accordingly,
international situations related to this tragic incident should be
tackled sufficiently. Nevertheless, the Korean modern and
contemporary history textbooks have an obstacle to make it
difficult to properly understand the Free City Incident, by taking a
dichotomy position consisting of introduction of unit(world history)

and main body(based on history of Korea) and describing world



history superficially.
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