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Abstract

The analysis of contents about The Provisional Government in the

7th curriculum Korean Modern and Contemporary history textbook

Hye Ju, Park
Major in History Education

The Graduate School of Education at Sungshin Women's University

The Provisional Government was established on the basis of the will
to form a representative body for independence movements triggered
by the 1919 Independence Movement. Six Kkinds of textbooks about
modern history describe this Provisional Government in a separate
unite, which forms the highest percentage of independence movement
groups.

The history of the Provisional Government has been researched since
the 1970s; with the progress of democratization late in the 1980s,
researches were conducted far from the existing one-way viewpoint of
legitimacy of the Provisional Government. Such researches were
reflected on description in textbooks: history textbooks after the fourth
curriculum decreased the prior type of description adhering to
legitimacy of the Provisional Government but sill tried to explain the
history of independence movements with the focus placed on the
Provisional Government.

Such trial is almost true to description of the Korean modern history



in the current seventh curriculum. The current textbooks about modern
history also give excessive stress on the Provisional Government,
showing problems in selecting and describing concrete contents.

The first issue is if it merged provisional governments established in
several places, with the 1919 Independence Movement as its starting
point, and represented them. Although academic researches revealed
that it was an incomplete merger, textbooks described that it was a
complete merger, giving legitimacy to the Provisional Government. The
second issue is related to the National Representative Council, which
was the largest council in the history of independence movements, and
the Provisional Government. As the Provisional Government that had
limitations in representativeness from its early stage of establishment
became confronted with many difficulties in the 1920s, the National
Representative Council was held to evaluate and reflect the process of
independence movements and discuss the future of the Provisional
Government. However, the conference ran into difficulties due to the
conflict between creation and reconstruction parties in terms of
maintenance and abolition of the Provisional Government. Textbooks
reduced the meaning of the National Representative Conference because
it was the critical cause of stagnation of the Provisional Government
and described as if the Provisional Government still played a key role
in independence movements even after the breakdown of the
conference. These problems ultimately prevent students from getting a
clear understanding of what role the Provisional Government played in

the history of independence movements and what it means.
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