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<ABSTRACT>

analyze on women history of modern Korean history
text book
won young, Lee
Major in history Education

The Graduate school at sungshin women’s University

This paper is to analyze the women history in authorized Korean
modern and contemporary history textbooks of the current 7th
Educational Curriculum. Under the current curriculum, Korean
modern and contemporary history is taught as one of the further
elective courses, defined as an independent subject. In this study,
authorized Korean modern and contemporary history textbooks were
chosen as the subject of analysis because it is possible to analyze
women-related content more deeply from the viewpoint confined
only to modern and contemporary Korean history, not overall history
of Korea. Therefore, the study examined women history content in 6
types of modern and contemporary history textbooks currently
adopted and used at high schools in Korea.

As a result of the analysis of current modern and contemporary
history textbooks, the biggest problem was found that women
history content accounted for as excessively small portion as about
3 to 6%, which implies that textbooks did not take into consideration
women history positively. Such deficiency in content functions as a
limit preventing effective descriptions of various situations of

women, after all.



In general, women-related content in the textbooks talked about
women, remaining at men-centered viewpoint. Although it is true
that the life of women in modern and contemporary Korean history
was controlled by the patriarchic system, the textbooks were found
to put more emphasis on their conformity to the system through
descriptions or pictures, as well as their identity as a sacrificing
mother, wife or daughter, rather than their struggle to escape from
such a patriarchic order, which results in viewing women not as an
independent person, but simply as a dependent being.

Moreover, textbooks were not found to specifically address various
situations and contributions to society of modern and contemporary
women. On top of seriously insufficient statement about entry of
women in public affairs, appearance of a variety of women classes
such as new and career women were not fully mentioned. Despite
their diversified contributions in history of Korea, textbooks were
found to fail to fully reflect such contributions of women including
activities of the Korean modern and contemporary women for the
independence of Korea from Japan, their participation in politics by
wining women suffrage, the biggest change for women, after the
Liberation of Korea, and the life of women workers who contributed
at the expense of their lives under the suppressive system by the
government in course of industrialization and democratization of the
60’s and 70’s.

Given the findings as discussed above, women history content in the
current modern and contemporary history textbooks is considered
lacking in volume and written from a men-centered perspective. To
solve such problems, experiences of women should be more
positively incorporated into history education curriculum for the
future, while feministic  viewpoints should be  considered

affirmatively. To this end, it is most important to conduct in—-depth



studies on women history as the subject of women history
education, together with further efforts to excavate historic
materials, increase of research workforce, and change in the attitude
on the part of history study circle and history education society

about women history research.
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