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ABSTRACT

Teacher’s Understanding and Application Process

of the Age 5 Nuri Curriculum

Hwang Se Rim
Major in Early Childhood Education

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to investigate the experiences of the
early childhood teachers in charge of the Nuri curriculum on the first
yvear of application in the childhood education field, and to examine the

difficulties they are going through by applying the Nuri curriculum.

First, how 1s the understanding of the early childhood teachers on the
age 5 Nuri curriculum?
Second, what are the difficulties that the early childhood teachers are

going through with the application of the age 5 Nuri curriculum?

For this study, 10 kindergarten teachers who work at nurseries and
kindergartens were individually interviewed from 5 January 2012 to 30
August 2012, for about 8 months. The data was collected by completing

the record note by recording the recorded data that was interviewed on



that single day, and all of the collected data were repeatedly read and
classified by subjects according to the subject for inquiry to be

categorized.

The results of this study are shown as below.

The understanding of the early childhood teachers on the age 5 Nuri

curriculum are as below.

First, we could see that the early childhood teachers could understand
the importance of the age 5 Nuri curriculum through the problem of the
binary process on child care and education and the choice for realization of
advancement of early childhood education.

Second, the early childhood teachers had expectations on the
application of the age 5 Nuri curriculum, thinking that it would be able
to bring about the improvement of quality of education - child care
management that was dualised, by combining it. Also the early childhood
teachers understood that the age 5 Nuri curriculum could become an
opportunity to form a base on combining the administration department
which is divided into Ministry of Health and Welfare and Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology and a set-up of a new relations for
integrated service.

Third, the early childhood teachers had good understanding on the

basic forms and directions of the age 5 Nuri curriculum, but on the



detailed contents of the real areas, they had thoughts that the course
doesn’ t meet the expectations of the differentiation and newness though

being a new education-child care process.

The difficulties that the early childhood teachers are facing on the

application process of the age 5 Nuri curriculum are as below.

First, they said that the age 5 Nuri curriculum being applied in a
situation where they didn’ t have enough time to prepare for it, is being
a difficulty by itself. In other words, we could see that the teachers who
have to start out the educationchild care activities based on
understanding of the Nuri curriculum could feel pressure and make
difficulties about the areal contents, categories of contents, levels, usage
of terms, preparing for the teaching materials and planning activities.

Second, in cases of the mixed age group classes, they had difficulties
on figuring out what standard and level they should set the education-
child care activities on, during the application of the age 5 Nurl
curriculum. Therefore they required detailed reference and guidelines on
operating the mixed age group classes that include children of age 5.

Third, they expressed difficulties on the parents’ attitudes where they
are more interested in free education and related financial supports than
on the age 5 Nuri curriculum itself. Therefore, early childhood teachers
recognized that the direction of the age 5 Nuri curriculum and the
parents education on the educational effects on 5 years-old children

through the curriculum are necessary.
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