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ABSTRACT

The aspect and the meaning of children’ s initiative
observed in the free play of 4-year-old Nuri class

Song Suk Jin
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Sungshin Women® s University

The purpose of this study were to provide basic data for understanding

the existence of children who actively pursue learning and grow by
observing the free play of 4-year-old children and exploring the aspects
and meanings of children’s initiative in play. The research questions set

for this purpose are as follows.

First, What is the aspect of children’ s initiative observed in the free
play of 4-year-old children in Nuri Class?
Second, What is the meaning of children’ s initiative observed in the

free play of 4-year-old children in Nuri Class?

This study was conducted through participant observation to explore the
children’ s initiative observed in the free play of 18 children in the

4-year-old Nuri class of Nuri Kindergarten located in K-do. From the 4th
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week of March to the 3rd week of December 2022, the free play time of
40 to 90 minutes was observed once or twice a week for a total of 70
times for about 9 months, and data was collected, recorded, transcribed,
and analyzed using videos or photos. Data analysis was conducted in a
cyclical  process  of  transcription, categorization, categorization,
interpretation, and meaning making according to the qualitative research
method. The researcher played the role of a participant observer as a
homeroom teacher who supported the children’s play. In other words, as a
researcher, I observed and recorded the aspects of children’s initiative
shown in the free play of the Nuri class to discover the meaning of
children’s initiative, and as a homeroom teacher, [ supported an

appropriate play environment where children’s initiative could be emerged.

The results of this study can be summarized according to the research
questions as follows.

The aspects of children’s initiative that appeared in the free play of
4-year-old children in the Nuri class were as follows: independently trying
and challenging themselves to create play, solving problems and learning
new things, and playing together and building relationships. The specifics are
as follows.

First, the aspect of 4-year-old children’ s initiative was shown in the
aspect of independently trying, challenging, and creating play. If we examine
this specifically, it was first expressed in the aspect of creating play by
selecting toys according to the children’ s the interest and interest. At this

time, the interest and interest of one child were expanded to several
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children, enriching the play, and each child created different play outcomes
while exploring with toys that they encountered for the first time.

In addition, children’ s initiative was expressed in the aspect of starting
play by creating a new play space and creating a play context in order to
indirectly experience the world of children” s wishes, desires, and
imagination. In this process, not only individuals but also several children
were shown to form a play space together and play together, or they
obtained various information from each other to create a realistic and
elaborate play space, showing the developmental characteristics of 4-year-old
children.

Lastly, children’ s initiative was expressed in the aspect of repeatedly
trying, challenging, and immersing themselves to achieve the achievement
standards that the children set for themselves. In other words, children
changed their play strategies to experience success, did not give up and
repeatedly tried again to increase the completeness of the play outcome, and
achieved things through encouragement and practical assistance from others,
thereby increasing their own sense of efficacy.

Second, the aspect of 4-year-old children’s initiative was shown in the
form of solving problems and learning new things. If we examine this
specifically, it was first expressed in the form of recognizing problems in
their own way and finding solutions. When making railroad tracks or car
tracks, children with different ideas about the continuity of the road and
preventing collision accidents were able to suggest various solutions, which
promoted the creative thinking of children. When playing with domino blocks

or camping cars, they set goals for the play and expanded their knowledge
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through information acquisition and execution to achieve the set goals.

And it was expressed in the form of playing with what [ know. Children
can understand the meaning of spatial Transformation in relation to height
and length while playing with blocks, and they broadly learned about the
structure and function of camping cars by making camping cars with other
children using various materials.

Third, if we examine this specifically, the aspect of 4-year-old children’s
initiative was shown in the form of forming relationships while playing
together. If we examine this specifically, children’s initiative was first
expressed in the form of requesting participation in play or playing together
by sharing toys and play spaces. In other words, the children showed
cooperative relationships by asking to share toys or play spaces, making
direct and indirect requests to participate in play and perform necessary
roles, and leading the play together.

And the children’ s initiative was expressed in the form of playing
together while regulating themselves. In other words, the children showed
cooperative attitudes by playing together through various group play and
games, such as deciding on turns or collecting toys to create a joint work.

Meanwhile, the meaning of 4-year-old children’s initiative was shown to be
the power to create their own play with the interest and interest, the power
to improve active behavior, and the power to lead them to achieve the
achievement standards they set for themselves. Let’s look at this in detail.

First, the power to create their own play with the interest and interest
means that they can choose play that expresses their the interest and

interest, find out what they can do and what they like, feel satisfaction and
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efficacy about themselves by challenging and succeeding in the achievement
standards they set for themselves, and show the power to express their own
identity well.

Second, the power to improve active behavior means that when they
recognize a problem, they find and implement solutions, acquire
methodological knowledge and skills, obtain information about the properties
of various toys through exploratory play, use various toys by combining
them, play with their imagination, and learn new knowledge, thereby
continuing active learning.

Third, the power to lead to achieving self-set achievement standards
means reaching agreements with friends and regulating oneself to achieve
common goals and continue play, and knowing one’s role to play and

choosing and practicing it on one’s own to maintain cooperative relationships.

The significance of this study lies in the fact that it provides basic data
for understanding the existence of children who actively grow and learn by
exploring the aspects and meanings of children’s initiative expressed in the
free play of 4-year-old children. These results suggest that teachers should
understand the meaning of children’s initiative and make efforts to support
the expression of children’s initiative from various aspects, as the expression
of children’s initiative is a factor that leads children to learn on their own.
It suggests that teachers should know the meaning of children’s initiative and
try to support it from various aspects for the expression of children’s

initiative.
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