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ABSTRACT

A Study on the History of The Transformation
of Creative Music for The Chinese Erhu Since
the 20th century

Yang, XueLian
Musicology Major
Graduate School of

Sung Shin Women’s University

In the 20th century, China underwent rapid changes in political and
social aspects, and its cultural and artistic policies were constantly
changing and developing accordingly. In the historical context of different
periods throughout the 20th century, China’s cultural and artistic policies
have directly or indirectly influenced the traditional musical arts, including
erhu. This paper will analyse and examine China’s cultural and artistic
policies in the 20th century and the resulting stylistic changes and
development of Chinese creative music for erhu.

The second chapter first introduces China’s cultural and artistic policy
since the 20th century.n this chapter, the development process of China’s
culture and art policy is divided into five periods according to the major

historical events in China.They are the Republic of China (1912-1949), the
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17 years after the founding of the People’s Republic (1949-1966), the
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), the reform and opening-up period
(1978-2012), and the new period after Xi Jinping’s administration
(2012-present). Through sorting out the changes of culture and arts policy
under different administrative leadership, this paper probes into the changes
of erhu creative music history.Moreover, in order to better relate to the
history of erhu music, in chapter three, the history of erhu musical
instrument itself is explained.First, including the origin of erhu, especially
the origin of erhu as a Chinese string instrument and the origin of the
name "erhu”.Secondly, it introduces the modern period (1900-1949), the
improvement of erhu form and the innovation of performance techniques,
and the change of social status.Third, as a transition period for the
development of erhu (1949-1976), it introduces the formalization of erhu
shape, maturity of playing skills and wide dissemination between 17 years
after the founding of the People’s Republic.Fourth, the maturity of erhu
development (1978-).This paper introduces the new exploration of erhu’s
compositions, the breakthrough and innovation of erhu techniques, the
diversification of performance forms and the international dissemination.Secondly,
the fourth chapter mainly introduces the history of Erhu's creative
music.In this chapter, Erhu’s creative music is also divided into five
periods. The reason is to better compare the relationship between erhu
music creation and cultural and artistic policy, so the staging method and
cultural and artistic policy are consistent.It mainly analyzes and studies the
style characteristics of erhu music creation and the representative

composers in each period. The fifth chapter is the study of erhu works in

- 226 -



various periods. Through analyzing the selection of a representative erhu
work in each period, this paper explores the musical characteristics of erhu
works in different periods.Chapter six 1s the conclusion. This chapter
mainly discusses the changes and influences of erhu’s music creation
under the influence of Chinese culture and art policy.

Research has shown that before the 20th century, the erhu mainly
existed in the accompaniment of traditional Chinese opera and local music.
In the first half of the 20th century, the New Culture Movement brought
about the emancipation of the people’s thinking. Under the policy of
‘Middle School for the Body, Western Learning for the Use, Liu Tianhua
and others learnt the western music composition method, vigorously
promoted the national music, and explored the erhu’s music creation and
the instrument’s shape and system. After the founding of New China,
under the influence of the policy of ‘let a hundred flowers blossom and a
hundred schools of thought contend’, erhu composers represented by Liu
Wenjin further explored the fusion of Chinese and Western music, which
led to the development of erhu music into a period of rapid development.
However, with the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in 1966, radicalism
prevailed in cultural and artistic policies, and literature and art became
tools for political propaganda. The development of erhu music was in a
state of stagnation, and at this time the erhu creative music presented a
monotonous and stereotyped construction characteristics.After the reform
and opening up, the policy of culture and art has changed in the direction
of freedom and openness, as well as the influence of the market economy

environment, which greatly promotes the diversified development of erhu
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music, and the form of erhu performance has also changed to
diversification. It also pays more attention to the learning and borrowing of
western culture and music, and features the transplantation of difficult
western music and the borrowing of violinised playing techniques. Since Xi
Jinping came to power in 2012, -cultural renaissance and cultural
self-confidence have become the guiding principles of cultural and artistic
policies in the new era, and erhu music creation has not only been
orientated towards national sentiment and stories of Chinese history, but
also focuses on diversified applications and innovations of traditional music
and culture, which highlights the composer’'s identification with Chinese
national music and culture. The stylistic characteristics of Chinese erhu art
music in each period are closely related to the cultural and artistic policies
of that period. Moreover, since the acceptance of Western music, not only
the Chinese music erhu music in the musical value orientation, such as
popularity and artistry, tradition and modernity, Chineseness and
Westernness, all have different changes. Erhu music creation is especially
closely related to the cultural and artistic policies of the authorities at that
time. A loose and free cultural and artistic policy environment is conducive
to the diversified development of erhu music, and on the contrary, it puts
erhu creation in a stagnant and self-contained situation.

In addition, the current social conditions and globalisation trends have
had a significant impact on erhu music creation, leading to more hybrid
and cross—cultural characteristics. The development of erhu music reflects
an attitude of active absorption and integration of excellent foreign

cultures, as well as a firm commitment to the protection of traditional
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culture. When China faces the conflict and challenge of Western music
culture, cultural and artistic policy is instead a regulator of the
transformation of old culture as well as the screening and absorption of
foreign culture. In the process of learning from the West, the core features
of national music are basically preserved, while new creative concepts and
performance techniques are incorporated. This fusion is not a simple copy
of Western music culture, but rather an expression of the fusion and
hybridisation of traditional Chinese music and the world’s music cultures
in the process of in-depth learning and exchange. In conclusion, under the
perspective of cultural and artistic policies, the development and change of
erhu music since the 20th century has been carried out under the
continuous influence of the hybridisation and mutual culturality of Chinese
and Western music cultures, and we have to analyse the conflict and
fusion between Chinese and Western music cultures in a dialectical
manner, which also provides a reference for the future development of the
erhu.

The purpose of this paper is to show how Erhu art can cope with the
relationship between Western culture and Chinese traditional culture,
constantly adjust the direction of creation and artistic expression.This not
only provides a key perspective for understanding the history and current
situation of erhu art, but also provides a useful inspiration for the

development trend and innovation path of erhu music in the future.

Keywords: Erhu, Erhu Music Composition, Culture and Arts Policy,

Traditional Music, Western Music
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