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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Creation Domain in Middle School
Music Textbooks Aligned with the 2022 Revised Korean

National Curriculum

An Seo Yeong

Department of Education
Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

In recent years, music curricula in multiple countries have increasingly
emphasized creation-focused learning activities to foster students’ creativity,
critical thinking, and self-expression. Reflecting this international trend, the
Music Curriculum of the 2022 Revised National Curriculum of Korea
restructured the previous content framework of “Expression, Appreciation,
and Daily Life” into three distinct domains— “Performance, Appreciation,
and Creation” —thereby elevating Creation as an independent core area of
study. This curricular reform has directly influenced the organization of
music textbooks, making it essential to examine how the newly
independent creation domain is embedded and operationalized in practice.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to examine how the newly
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emphasized creation domain is reflected in middle school music textbooks
published in 2025, based on the creation-domain achievement standards
specified in the 2022 revised music curriculum.

The sample comprises twenty-four textbooks from twelve publishers,
excluding two textbooks by Park Young-sa that do not include a separate
creation domain—an exclusion justified by the emphasis on ‘creation’ as an
independent domain in the 2022 revised music curriculum. The research
methodology involved two stages: first, a publisher—by—publisher content
analysis to evaluate how each textbook aligns with the creation-domain
achievement standards. second, a cross—case analysis by achievement
standard across all textbooks to comprehensively summarize the
composition and distinctive features of creation activities.

The results show that achievement standard [9Mus03-01], which
emphasizes student—led creation using diverse media and methods, was
most frequently addressed, with common activities including rap
composition and music drama. While digital tools such as Al-based
software and mobile applications were actively utilized, activities involving
traditional  instruments or improvisation were limited.  Activities
corresponding to achievement standards [9Mus03-02] and [9Mus03-03]
focus on structural creation using notation systems (Western staff notation
and Jeongganbo), often employing binary and variation forms; however,
these theory- and notation-intensive tasks may impose cognitive load and
thus  require instructional  supplementation.  Achievement  standard
[OMus03-04], which centers on understanding copyright, appears relatively

infrequently and is largely confined to school-based contexts, suggesting the
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need to broaden creation activities into diverse real-world settings in future

curriculum and textbook development.
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