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ABSTRACT

An analysis of Western music appreciation and its
Current State in 2015 Curriculum High School Music
Textbooks

Choi, Bo ran
Music Education Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the music appreciation
subjects in the high school music textbooks according to the 2015 revised
curriculum in the context of the Western music history, and to examine its
current state in the field of music classes. For this purpose, this study
analyzed how the Western music appreciation was presented in high school
music textbooks according to the 2015 curriculum and how teachers in the
field of high school music education operated the actual appreciation
classes.

The subjects of this study included five high school music textbooks
according to the 2015 revised curriculum and current high school music
teachers. For the analysis of the high school music textbooks, the

textbooks of Geumseong Publishing Co., Bisang Education, Achimnara,



Music and Life, and Chunjae textbooks were selected in consideration of
the proportion of the Western music among a total of 10 textbooks in the
market. The teachers to be interviewed included two music teachers at
Seoul A High School and two music teachers at Seoul B High School.

The text book analysis results of this study are as follows.

First, although the period classification of the Western music appreciation
in high school music textbooks according to the 2015 curriculum was
generally similar, the music from the Ancient, Medieval, and Renaissance
periods tended to be not presented at all or only broadly presented. Most
of the ancient music was omitted, and the music from the Medieval,
Romantic, and 20th Century periods has differences in classification, trends,
and styles.

Second, regarding the music from each period, the proportion of the
Romantic period was the highest, followed by the Classical, 20th Century,
Baroque, Medieval, and Renaissance periods. Regarding the music by
performance type, the proportion of solo and drama music was the
highest for vocal music, while the proportion of solo music was the
highest for instrumental music.

Third, the activities presented in the appreciation unit of the textbook
most frequently included distinguishing and explaining the music.

The conclusion of the interview conducted with the high school
teachers in terms of the current state of music appreciation classes is as
follows.

First, regarding the contents of music appreciation class, the proportion

of the Western music was the highest, and it mainly dealt with the



background of the times, the life of the composer, and explanations of the
music. The appreciation was evaluated by writing an appreciation essay,
listening to the music, and knowledge of music history. Also, during the
appreciation classes, most students preferred to listen to related stories
rather than to listen to the music. Regarding the effect after the
appreciation classes, most of the students answered that it was effective.

Second, nly 1 out of 4 teachers who participated in the interview
answered that they were satisfied with the textbooks they are currently
using. Regarding the media used in the music appreciation classes,
YouTube was the most frequent response, and their satisfaction with the
learning environment, facilities, and media was generally low. Regarding
the current state of the appreciation classes, most of the teachers
emphasized the importance of teacher competency in music instruction.
They complained about their textbooks, highlighted the need for research
on music education, and proposed the necessity for improvement of the
textbooks.

Even though most most textbooks presented appreciation in connection
with the Western music history, the teachers thought that the
presentation of the theoretical background rarely induces interest in
students. Moreover, since there are cases where it is difficult to obtain
music materials for the appreciation classes, they pointed out the

necessity of learning media such as textbook-attached CDs.
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