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ABSTRACT

A Study on Learning Activity in Korean Language

Textbooks of 2009 Revised Edition

— with a Focus on 10th-Grade Contemporary Fiction

JTeon Su-veon

Majoring in Korean Lansuage Education
Department of Education

Graduate School of Education

sungshin Women's University

In light aof the current trend in Korean language education
that focuses on rearing learners who enjoys literature, receiving and
rroducing subtle works, “Learning Activity™ plavs an important role
in the Korean Language texthooks. “"Learning Activity™ has a bhasic
function of checking how much of the work has bheen understood and
yvhether the goal has been reached, and helping a learner see what he
or she runs short in. It can also have a function of helping in-depth
reception and internalization of the work and then encouraging the
learner to realize the desirable wvalues with own life building on the

enlightenment. In other words, the feature serves as stepping stones



that connect the learner to literature so that the positive effects
of literature may materialize on the learner.

In light of the practical aspect of text reception and
production that iz highlighted among other features of the curricular
revision in 2009, the significance of “learning Activity™ that
functions to have a learner set forth criteria for receiving literary
works and go into specific productions should hbe great.

[f a fiction class is to lead a learner through a fictional
work to a deep insight and profound understanding of human life, a
learning activity must he constructed so as to help a learner make
connections to his or her own life based on knowledge and experience.
The curricular revision of 2009 aims at the tenets of learning
activity emphasizing internalization of such practical literature as
is not to bhe separated from the learner’s life. Also, the learner’s
active interpretation of a work is underscored here. Since a
subjective reception can be accomplished by the consolidation of
knowledge, functions and contexts into the process of eliciting
production of a literary work, a learning activity expressed in terms
of practice intended by the revision.

Hore than anvthing else, in what context literature should he
received, it must be figured out, in appreciating a work, in order
for the learner to sgrow into a active and self-reliant reader who
enjoys literature. In other words, the learner has to he ahle to

figure out significance of expressions as well as meaning and form of



a work to make possible a subtle reception of literature. In short, a
required learning activity would have to enable a learner to grasp
the context for the work and learning activity and facilitate an
in-depth reception of the wvalue and meaning of the work. Furthermore,
as the information asge witnesses the development of media,
comnunication and reception of information need to be learned throush
various tvpes of media. This change in linguistic environment would
require a newly constructed learning activity.

Consequently, this thesis analvzes the “Learning Activity”
sections intensively, chosen from all lessons on contemporary fiction
in the high school EKorean Language texthooks that reflect the
curricular revision of 2009 in order to discuss possible
improvements. 5ix learning activities in five out of all sizteen
newly revised high school texthooks are analyzed for this study.
Those selected texthbooks include Snmowss Hoad by Lee Cheoneg-jun and
Sprine, Spring hy Eim Yu-jeong, and thevy are examined for their
coverage of learning activities with the five criteria established hy
the important features of the revised curriculum of 2009,

The analvsiz of the contents and muestionnaire in learning
activities iz followed by an inguirv into the orientation of learning
activities based on the scrutiny of fourtheements to stay the course
or to be improved. They are concerned with learner-oriented learning
activity weigh coursutonomous learning, learning actiwity that

specifies  internalization, stalication-fooused activity aimed at



ocuosure  to literature in evervday life, and cross-linking text
comprehension with the learning goals.

With learning activity oquestionnaire, the context has heen
sufficiently provided for the purpose of each guestion. This should
help the learner think independently and activelvy carrv out activities.
Included in the discussion is the need to develop questiomnnaire that
not just encourages interpretation of the text but also taps into the
learner’s life and experiences for deeper internalization. Also treated
iz the need for intensification of application activities and relevant
researches that would practically relate literature to life.
Furthermore, [ think that if learning goals are to be reached based on
an in-depth understanding of a text, a more enriched reception and
application of the text will become possible.

The Preface examines the goals, needs, and methods of the study,
vhile Chapter £ searches for directions in learning activities throush
the features including teaching and learning methods in the 2009
curricular revision. Chapters 3 and 4 analvze learning activities and
summarize the texthook coverage of learning activities based on the

analvzed cases to come up with proposals for improvement .,
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