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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Humor Education of the
2007 Revised Korean Language Education Curriculum

—Focusing on the Authorization Textbooks for Seventh Grade—

Hwang, Jeong-In

Department of Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study scrutinizes on an educational method using humor
that needs to be covered on Korean language textbooks with
primary focus on “the social nature of laugh” and “humor for
advisable communication.” Thus, the objective of this thesis is to
entice effective discussion on the teaching environment that enables
the educational utilization of this method in actual classrooms in
more specific manner. To realize this, it is imperative to recognize
the current status of Korean language education using humor. First,
[ will newly define the terms: “laugh” and “humor” and then will
analyze the contents of education using humor that are reflected on
the 2007 Revised Education Curriculum. At the same time, we will
also review the characteristics of Korean Language subject as

revised in 2007 and its education curriculum. Then, we will go over



the contents of education using humor in accordance with the grade
and the domain for each class of the education curriculum.

In the second chapter, I would like to review the theoretical
background and the types of humor for humor analysis. We can
apprehend the types of humor that induce laugh only upon
understanding the concept of laugh and humor along with the
principle and functions of humor. Therefore, we will first look into
these aspects and then discuss the types of humor in a new
perspective with reference to previous studies.

In the third chapter, I will analyze the characteristics of the
2007 revised education curriculum and would like to review the
trend of reflecting the education curriculum on the textbook while
setting analysis standards before analyzing the textbook itself. Since
the education curriculum can be one of the most essential and
objective criteria in learning how to teach, it is very important to
analyze the education curriculum and the trend of how the education
curriculum is reflected on the textbook. The textbook analysis will
then be conducted according to the set standards. In this thesis,
which concerns the research on the education curriculum using
humor, I will analyze with the focus on the units related to humor.
The analysis on humor-related units will generally review on setting
the domain of humor-related units, the title of the units, study
objective and study activities. Further review on whether it 1is
possible to articulate Korean language textbooks with conversational
Korean language via humor education will follow.

In the fourth chapter, I would like to analyze the topics of



humor that are included in the textbook in accordance with the
theoretical background of humor, as discussed in Chapter 2, by type.
In the fifth chapter, I will emphasize the educational value of humor
in Korean language to further strengthen the argument of this thesis.
The sixth chapter is the conclusion which summarizes the previous
discussions on humor education and makes comments for researches
to be followed.

The targets of this research are 23 species of the
authorization Korean Language textbooks for the revised 7th grade.
If we divide the Korean Language and conversational language
textbooks into the first and second semester, there are 92 books in
total. [ will review whether the units on humor are included in these
books and then selectively research in depth those textbooks, which
include the units on humor, with particular interest in those units.
After conducting an analysis on the title of big unit and that of
small unit by domain as set in the humor-related units, I would like
to analyze the study objective and study activities as embodied in
the humor units. At this stage, I will conduct examination based on

the achievement standard (4), as suggested in the 7th grade

listening domain - ‘"identify the idea and the meaning of funny
sayings as expressed in humor" - and the examples of the content
factor - T'understanding the type and social function of funny
sayings," "identifying the idea of funny sayings," "listening while

appropriately reacting to funny sayings." To find out whether the
integrated education and the link education which are emphasized in

the revised education curriculum are actually being realized, 1 will



examine whether it 1s possible to articulate Korean language
textbooks with conversational Korean language via humor education.
Based on the theoretical background and type of humor as discussed
in Chapter 2, I will review the conversations and writings of humor
that are included in the 23 species of the revised Korean Language

textbooks by their type.
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