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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Creativity-centered Content in the 7th Grade

music textbook for the 2007 Revised curriculum

Shin, Woo Young
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's university

This research was conducted with the revised version
of the 2007 7th Grade music textbook, focusing on how the
teaching of creativity. The purpose is to examine in what
ways creativity is presented in textbooks, and to find what
the most effective creativity-centered activities are.

For the purposes of research, "creativity-centered
activities" was defined as consisting of the following four
subcategories: Improvisational Expression, Creating Melodies
Based on Simple Forms, Adapting Music into Various
Mediums, and Creating Music in the Digital Medium. Each
textbook was analyzed to find how frequently and in what

format these subcategories of creativity appeared.



The research yielded the following results. First, the
overall composition of the textbook was analyzed to reveal
the following breakdown of content: 67% of the content was
focused on activities, 27% was focused on understanding of
theory, and 13% was focused on everyday life. Within the
activity-focused content, 33% was focused on singing, 14% on
instruments playing, 13% on music appreciation, and 7% on
creativity. This reveals that creativity-centered activities
made up for the smallest proportion of activities in music
textbooks, and that overall, an inappropriate balance in the
proportion of activity types exists. In order to increase the
development of students' creative development, a higher
proportion of creativity-centered activities is required.

Second, the textbook content was analyzed based on
the types of creativity-centered activities as defined in the
curriculum. The analysis revealed that "Improvisational
Expression" was the most common activity, appearing an
average of 5.1 times per book. The other activity types
appear on a little more than 1 time each on average,
revealing an unbalance in the textbook content. It is
necessary for students to study a variety of activity-types in
balanced proportion.

Additionally, the textbooks were analyzed to find the
methods in which the four subcategories of creativity were
introduced. "Creating simple melodies" was the most diverse,

with 12 different methods introduced. Though each sub-skill



was introduced through a variety of methods, there were
similarities between "Adapting Music into Various Mediums"
and "Creating Music in the Digital Medium". Methods that
clearly differentiate between these two subcategories should
be found.

Third, effective educational activities for each of the
four subcategories of creativity are presented, with a focus on
the textbook content. Fourth, the most effective
creativity-centered activity from each textbook is presented.
Fifth, the research results are synthesized and an educational
method is presented that wutilizes cups as percussion
instruments to create rhythms.

Though creativity—-centered activities are an integral
part of developing creative ability in students, there is a lack
of such activities in schools. Research is required into
effective ways that creativity-centered activities can be
utilized in class. Additionally, further development of
education programs and provision of various materials and
tools related to creativity education are required to increase

teachers' ability to teach creativity in music classes.
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