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ABSTRACT

The negotiation between Korean government and
Jeondaehyup(National Council of University Student
Representatives) on the 13th World Festival of Youth

and Students

Sunhwa Jeong
Department of History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper analyzes the negotiation process between the Korean
government and Jeondaehyup on the participation in the 13th World
Youth Festival held in Pyongyang in 1989. Lim Soo-kyung's visit to
North Korea in the summer of 1989 is remembered by people as an
incident that caused a lot of controversy in Korean society at the time.
At that time, the process leading to the government's extreme
suppression over the Pyongyang Festival, confrontation with students,
and Lim Soo-kyung's visit to North Korea was not inevitable. Although
it is not well known, negotiations between the government and

Jeondaehyup took place over the participation in the 1989 Pyongyang



Festival. Previously, there have been proposals for inter-Korean student
exchanges by college students, but this is the first time that the
progressive student unification movement and the government have
officially negotiated, which is a very unusual event.

The negotiations between the government and Jeondaehyup on the
the 13th World Youth Festival provide various implications for the view
of Korean society after democratization. First of all, this case is an
example of the nature of the Roh Tae-woo administration's northern
policy, and it allows us to evaluate how much willingness and political
and ideological flexibility the Roh Tae-woo administration had in
promoting civilian exchanges between South and North Korea. Second,
it presents the possibility of cooperation between the government and
progressive student unification movement forces, which have been in
an extreme confrontation since the student unification movement
began in earnest right after the April Revolution. Finally, it extends the
meaning of the Pyongyang Festival from political events for
anti-imperialism propaganda held in the process of system competition
between South and North Korea to events that affected the crack in
the North Korean regime at the same time as an unusual large-scale
international event held by North Korea.

The negotiations between the government and Jeondaehyup were an
event that latent a new level of historical possibility. If the negotiations
had been concluded and a 500-member student delegation participated
in the Pyongyang festival, it would have had a very big impact on the

international situation beyond the Korean Peninsula. Although the



negotiations broke down, the attempt itself is significant. Today, the
Korean Peninsula is still divided, and South and North Korea relations
are repeatedly in place, and the issue of unification is becoming
increasingly weak socially. In this situation, the negotiations between
the government and Jeondaehyup in 1989 are an important cornerstone
of how to solve the problems on nongovernmental exchanges between

South and North Korea and dialogue within South Korean society.
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